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TIVICAY is a prescription HIV medicine that is used with other antiretroviral medicines to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 (HIV-1) 
in adults and children 12 years of age and older and weighing at least 88 pounds. It is not known if TIVICAY is safe and effective in 


children younger than 12 years or who weigh less than 88 pounds. 
In SINGLE, a clinical study with 833 patients who had never taken 


HIV treatment before: 
* More patients got to undetectable (less than 50 copies 


of HIV-1 RNA in a milliliter of blood) with TIVICAY 50 mg 


once daily and abacavir sulfate + lamivudine than with 


Atripla? In the study, 8896 of patients who took TIVICAY with 
abacavir sulfate + lamivudine were undetectable vs 81% of 


patients taking Atripla at 48 weeks. 


Patients who took TIVICAY with abacavir sulfate + lamivudine 
had an average CD4 cell count (CD4 cells are T-cells that help 


fight infections) increase of 267 cells/mm? (the number of 


CD4 cells per cubic millimeter of blood) vs 208 cells/mm? in 


patients who took Atripla at 48 weeks. 


* Fewer patients stopped taking TIVICAY due to side 
effects. In the study, 296 of patients taking TIVICAY with 


abacavir sulfate + lamivudine stopped taking medication due 


to side effects vs 1096 of patients taking Atripla. The most 


common mild side effect for patients on TIVICAY was trouble 


sleeping—affecting 7% of patients on TIVICAY and 3% of 
patients on Atripla. The most common medium to severe 


side effects for patients on TIVICAY were trouble sleeping— 


affecting 3% of patients on TIVICAY and 2% of patients on 
Atripla; and headache—affecting 2% of patients on TIVICAY 
and 2% of patients on Atripla. 


Your results could vary. 
Ask your healthcare provider if TIVICAY is right for you. 


What is TIVICAY? 


TIVICAY is a prescription HIV medicine that is used with other 
antiretroviral medicines to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 (HIV-1) 
in adults and children 12 years of age and older and weighing at least 

88 pounds. HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known if TIVICAY is safe and effective in 
children younger than 12 years or who weigh less than 88 pounds. 
TIVICAY does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control the HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 


Who should not take TIVICAY? 


* Do not take TIVICAY if you take dofetilide because of a life- 
threatening interaction. 

What are the most serious side effects of TIVICAY? 

* Allergic reactions. Stop taking TIVICAY and get medical help right 
away if you have: 

O Arash with any of these symptoms: fever; general ill feeling; 
extreme tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in your 
mouth; blisters or peeling of your skin; redness or swelling in your 
eyes; swelling of your mouth, face, lips or tongue; problems breathing. 

о Any of the following signs or symptoms of liver problems: 
yellowing of your skin or whites of your eyes; dark or tea-colored urine; 
pale-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; loss of 
appetite; pain, aching, or tenderness on your right side below the ribs. 


In SPRING-2, a clinical study with 822* patients who had never 
taken HIV treatment before: 


• It was shown that TIVICAY' worked as well as raltegravir* 
in getting patients to undetectable (less than 50 copies 
of HIV-1 RNA in a milliliter of blood). 88% of patients who 
took TIVICAY' were undetectable vs 86% of patients taking 
raltegravir! at 48 weeks. 


About half of the patients who took TIVICAY' or raltegravirt 
had a CD4 cell count increase of at least 230 cells/mm? 
(the number of CD4 cells per cubic millimeter of blood) at 

48 weeks. The other half had increases of 230 cells/mm? or less. 


* Few patients stopped taking medication due to side effects. 
2% of patients taking TIVICAY! stopped taking medication 
due to side effects vs 2% of patients taking raltegravir! The 
most common mild side effect for patients on TIVICAY was 
trouble sleeping—affecting 1% of patients on TIVICAY and 
less than 1% of patients on raltegravir. The most common 
medium to severe side effect for patients on TIVICAY was 
nausea—affecting 1% of patients on TIVICAY and 1% of 
patients on raltegravir. 


*808 patients were included in the study results. 


*Taken with either abacavir sulfate/lamivudine or 
emtricitabine/tenofovir. 


* Changes in liver tests. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus 
may have an increased risk of developing new or worsening changes 
in certain liver tests during treatment with TIVICAY. Your healthcare 
provider may do tests to check your liver function before and during 
treatment with TIVICAY. 


* Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicines, 
including increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck ("buffalo 
hump”), breast, and around the middle of your body. Loss of fat from 
the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The exact cause and long- 
term health effects of these problems are not known. 

* Changes in your immune system can happen when you start taking 
HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get stronger and begin to 
fight infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you start having new symptoms 
after starting your HIV-1 medicine. 

What are the other possible side effects of TIVICAY? 

* The most common side effects of TIVICAY include trouble sleeping 
and headache. 

Tell your healthcare provider about any side effect that bothers you or 

that does not go away. 

These are not all the possible side effects of TIVICAY. 


Important Safety Information continued on next page. 
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treatment. 


Our medication will not make you younger, 
sexier, or smarter. 


It will not improve your jump shot or 
help make your dance moves “dancier.” 


However... 


Taken in combination with other HIV medications, TIVICAY 
can lower your viral load and increase your CD4 count. 


OTivicay 


(dolutegravir) 
50 mg tablets 
true to you 
What should I tell my healthcare provider before | take TIVICAY? e antacids or laxatives that contain aluminum, magnesium, sucralfate 
Before taking TIVICAY, tell your healthcare provider if you: (CARAFATE®), or buffered medicines. TIVICAY should be taken at least 
• have ever had an allergic reaction to TIVICAY 2 hours before or 6 hours after you take these medicines. 
• have or had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C e iron or calcium supplements. Supplements including multivitamins 
* have any other medical condition containing calcium or iron may be taken at the same time with TIVICAY 
• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TIVICAY if taken with food. Otherwise, TIVICAY should be taken at least 2 hours 
will harm your unborn baby before or 6 hours after you take these medicines. | 
* are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed * anti-seizure medicines: oxcarbazepine (TRILEPTALS), phenytoin 
if you take TIVICAY. You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 (DILANTIN DILANTIN®-125, PHENYTEK®), phenobarbital (LUMINAL*), 
because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. It is not known if carbamazepine (CARBATROL”, EQUETRO®, TEGRETOL®, TEGRETOL?-XR, 
TIVICAY passes into your breast milk. Talk to your healthcare provider TERI ЕРТОР) —— 
about the best way to feed your baby. • St. John's wort (Hypericum perforatum) 


А inti dicine that contains metformin 
Tell your healthcare provider about all prescription and non- Ош 
prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements you take, ° "#ampin (RIFATER®, RIFAMATE®, RIMACTANE®, RIFADIN®) 


TIVICAY and other medicines may affect each other, causing side effects, YOU are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs 
TIVICAY may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines t0 the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


may affect how TIVICAY works. Please see Patient Information for TIVICAY on the next pages and 
Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take: discuss it with your healthcare provider. 
• other HIV-1 medicines including: efavirenz (SUSTIVA®), etravirine UN 


[IJ 
(INTELENCE?), fosamprenavir (LEXIVA®)/ritonavir (NORVIR®), nevirapine ©2014 ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved. Printed in USA. Vi iV 
(VIRAMUNE®), or tipranavir (APTIVUS®)/ritonavir (NORVIR). DGV263R0 June 2014 Healthcare 


PATIENT INFORMATION 


TIVICAY? (TIV-eh-kay) (dolutegravir) Tablets 

Read this Patient Information before you start taking TIVICAY and each 

time you get a refill. There may be new information. This information does 

not take the place of talking with your healthcare provider about your 
medical condition or treatment. 

What is TIVICAY? 

TIVICAY is a prescription HIV medicine that is used with other antiretroviral 

medicines to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 (HIV-1) infections in 

adults and children 12 years of age and older and weighing at least 88 pounds. 

HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). 

It is not known if TIVICAY is safe and effective in children under 12 years 

of age or who weigh less than 88 pounds. 

When used with other HIV-1 medicines to treat HIV-1 infection, 

TIVICAY may help: 

* Reduce the amount of HIV-1 in your blood. This is called "viral load.” 

e Increase the number of white blood cells called CD4+ (T) cells in your 
blood, which help fight off other infections. 

e Reduce the amount of HIV-1 and increase the CD4+ (T) cells in your 
blood which may help improve your immune system. This may reduce 
your risk of death or getting infections that can happen when your 
immune system is weak (opportunistic infections). 

TIVICAY does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous 

HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses. 

Avoid doing things that can spread HIV-1 infection to others. 

* Do not share or re-use needles or other injection equipment. 

* Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fluids on 
them, like toothbrushes and razor blades. 

• По пої have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice safe sex by 
using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact 
with any body fluids such as semen, vaginal secretions, or blood. 

Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to 

prevent passing HIV to other people. 

Who should not take TIVICAY? 

Do not take TIVICAY if you take dofetilide. Taking TIVICAY and 

dofetilide can cause side effects that may be life-threatening. 

What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking TIVICAY? 

Before you take TIVICAY, tell your healthcare provider if you: 

have ever had an allergic reaction to TIVICAY 

have or had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection 

have any other medical condition 

are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TIVICAY will 

harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider if you become 

pregnant while taking TIVICAY. 

Pregnancy Registry. There is a pregnancy registry for women who 

take antiviral medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of the registry is to 

collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk to your 
healthcare provider about how you can take part in this registry. 

are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you 

take TIVICAY. 

e You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby. 

e [tis not known if TIVICAY passes into your breast milk. 

• Talk to your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about the medicines you take, including 

prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, or herbal supplements. 

TIVICAY and other medicines may affect each other causing side effects. 

TIVICAY may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines 

may affect how TIVICAY works. 


Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take: 

• other HIV-1 medicines including: efavirenz (SUSTIVA®), etravirine 
(INTELENCE®), fosamprenavir (LEXIVA®)/ritonavir (NORVIR®), nevirapine 
(VIRAMUNE®), or tipranavir (APTIVUS®)/ritonavir (NORVIR). 

• antacids or laxatives that contain aluminum, magnesium, sucralfate 

(CARAFATE®), or buffered medicines. TIVICAY should be taken at least 

2 hours before or 6 hours after you take these medicines. 

iron or calcium supplements. Supplements including multivitamins 

containing calcium or iron may be taken at the same time with TIVICAY 

if taken with food. Otherwise, TIVICAY should be taken at least 2 hours 
before or 6 hours after you take these medicines. 

anti-seizure medicines: 

• oxcarbazepine (TRILEPTAL®) 

• phenytoin (DILANTIN®, DILANTIN®-125, PHENYTEK®) 

e phenobarbital (LUMINAL®) 

* carbamazepine (CARBATROL®, EQUETRO®, TEGRETOL®, 
TEGRETOL®-XR, TERIL®, EPITOL®) 

St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum) 

а medicine that contains metformin 

• rifampin (RIFATER®, RIFAMATE®, RIMACTANES, RIFADIN®) 

Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you are not sure if your 

medicine is one that is listed above. 

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them to show your healthcare 

provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

How should | take TIVICAY? 

e Take TIVICAY exactly as your healthcare provider tells you. 

e Do not change your dose or stop taking TIVICAY without talking with 

your healthcare provider. 

Stay under the care of a healthcare provider while taking TIVICAY. 

You can take TIVICAY with or without food. 

If you miss a dose of TIVICAY, take it as soon as you remember. If it is 

within 4 hours of your next dose, skip the missed dose and take the 

next dose at your regular time. Do not take 2 doses at the same time. 

If you are not sure about your dosing, call your healthcare provider. 

If you take too much TIVICAY, call your healthcare provider or go to the 

nearest hospital emergency room right away. 

Do not run out of TIVICAY. The virus in your blood may become resistant to 

other HIV-1 medicines if TIVICAY is stopped for even a short time. When your 

supply starts to run low, get more from your healthcare provider or pharmacy. 

What are the possible side effects of TIVICAY? 

TIVICAY may cause serious side effects, including: 

* Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you 
develop a rash with TIVICAY. Stop taking TIVICAY and get medical 
help right away if you: 

e develop a rash with any of the following signs or symptoms 
o fever о blisters or peeling of the skin 
o generally ill feeling о redness or swelling of the eyes 
о extreme tiredness о swelling of the mouth, face, lips, 
o muscle or joint aches or tongue 
о blisters or sores in mouth е problems breathing 

• develop any ofthe following signs or symptoms of liver problems: 
о yellowing of the skin or whites of the eyes 
o dark or tea-colored urine 
о pale-colored stools or bowel movements 
о nausea or vomiting 
о loss of appetite 
o pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side below the ribs 

* Changes in liver tests. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may 
have an increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in certain 
liver tests during treatment with TIVICAY. Your healthcare provider may do 

(continued) 


PATIENT INFORMATION for TIVICAY? (dolutegravir) Tablets (cont'd) 


tests to check your liver function before and during treatment with TIVICAY. 
Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicines. 
These changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back and 
neck ("buffalo hump”), breast, and around the middle of your body (trunk). 
Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The exact cause 
and long-term health effects of these problems are not known. 
Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fight infections that have 
been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider right 
away if you start having new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine. 
The most common side effects of TIVICAY include: 

e trouble sleeping • headache 

Tell your healthcare provider about any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away. 

These are not all the possible side effects of TIVICAY. For more information, 
ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. 

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report side 
effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 

How should | store TIVICAY? 

e Store TIVICAY at room temperature between 68°F to 77°F (20°C to 25°C). 
Keep TIVICAY and all medicines out of the reach of children. 
General information about TIVICAY 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those listed 
in a Patient Information leaflet. Do not use TIVICAY for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not give TIVICAY to other people, even if 
they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them. 


Our Government 
Relations team 
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You can ask your pharmacist or healthcare provider for information about 
TIVICAY that is written for health professionals. 

For more information call 1-877-844-8872 or go to www.TIVICAY.com. 
What are the ingredients in TIVICAY? 

Active ingredient: dolutegravir sodium 

Inactive ingredients: d-mannitol, microcrystalline cellulose, povidone 
K29/32, sodium starch glycolate, and sodium stearyl fumarate. The tablet 
film-coating contains the inactive ingredients iron oxide yellow, macrogol/ 
PEG, polyvinyl alcohol-part hydrolyzed, talc, and titanium dioxide. 

This Patient Information has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. 

Manufactured for: 


by: 
viv 
MALY. С ciaxosmith Kline 


ViiV Healthcare GlaxoSmithKline 

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 
May 2014 

TVC:2PIL 


©2014, the ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved. 
TIVICAY and LEXIVA are registered trademarks of the ViiV Healthcare 
group of companies. 

The brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners and are 
not trademarks of the ММ Healthcare group of companies. The makers 
of these brands are not affiliated with and do not endorse the 
ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its products. 


Now let our Family Law team 
help you with prenuptials, 
divorce, custody, and other 
family law matters. 


> MESSERLI & KRAMER 


Attorneys at Law 


www.messerlikramer.com 
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1 1 semi mounts, or fashion jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per couple. Use promo code: LVD100 
www.a-millartistlofts.com 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Do It Yourself Families 


I’m sure you'll recognize the people in the Children & Family Quarterly 
later in this issue; it’s the family that was on our Lavender 500 Pride in Pic- 
tures Issue. It was one of those serendipitous situations that comes along 
every once in a while that makes an editor just as pleased as punch. The 
Pride in Pictures Issue was on the stands for about a day and was getting 
great reviews. Then, an email message showed up in my inbox with the 
subject line: Lavender's 500th Issue - Cover Family! It was from Tony 
McClay and, in it, he informed me that he and Dan Porter were thrilled to be 
on the cover, their son Leon was just adopted last year, and they were going 
to be married the following weekend. What a thrilling message to get; one of 
those that makes me grin from ear to ear. 

Then, I got a follow-up email from Dan announcing that they’d just been 
selected for the School Safety Technical Assistance Council to develop and 
monitor the guidelines for the legislation that had passed for Safe Schools 
in Minnesota last session. Rapidly, my mind connected all the dots for this 
current issue that includes the Children & Family Quarterly with a focus on 
going Back to School: 

New Family — Adoption -> School Age Son -> Marriage -> Safe Schools 
= Happy Editor 

So, we give you the unforeseen follow-up to our Pride in Pictures Cover. 
We want you to meet the Porters. All three of them. Their story is absolutely 
delightful. 

Interestingly, even before this story had developed, I was planning on 
talking about another family I encountered while traveling for this Fall Get- 
aways Issue. Now the segue is even stronger. Just after our Pride Issue (497) 
went to press, I ended up hopping on a plane for Las Vegas. Every once in a 
while I get invited to attend media trips to different locations. They're valu- 
able as not just a way for me to get out and explore, but also to become fa- 
miliar with rainbow communities elsewhere. On this trip, we visited the The 
Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Southern Nevada and discovered a 
superb, succeeding place where the GLBTQ community can find safe har- 
bor, and can also have access to resources and interact with the community 
around them in a constructive, enterprising way. It has a library, classrooms, 
a cafe, and spaces that are rented out as an additional revenue stream. I 
soaked it all up. 

On top of the travel, I’m usually with other journalists and editors from 
other publications that represent various segments of the GLBTQIA com- 
munity and the trips become mini-retreats; a little like “Continuing Ed. at 
Large." I don't have a counterpart here in Minneapolis/St. Paul; so the pro- 
fessional development and idea-sharing I gain while traveling with people 
who do my job for the same community but in different markets is worth 
my weight in gold. Our Vegas trip was no exception. I spent four days with 
professionals from Canada, California, Mexico, and the UK...and I bled them 
for their knowledge and thoughts. Whereas I'm only a few years into this 
job, some were a few decades into theirs...or masters of other professions, 
such as acting. 

We found out rather quickly that the journalists sent from the UK were 
not only partners, but also fairly famous. Cameron Laux is a writer with a 
novel coming out shortly. His partner, Charlie Condou, is an actor who'd 
most recently ended a multi-year run on Coronation Street, a television show 
that's aired approximately 2.5 hours a week in Britain. So, he was easy to 
identify for those from across the pond who were vacationing in Las Vegas 
and we got stopped for photos every once in a while. It was fascinating to get 
to know them and learn about their life together. And, as travel companions, 
they were wonderful. Engaging and charming, funny and canny. Charlie was 
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recently honored as one of GLAAD's Global Voices at the 25th Annual Media 
Awards in April in Los Angeles and he's recognized as one of the most influ- 
ential gay men in the UK. He's both an advocate for gay causes in general as 
well as for gay parenting. Believe it or not, this is where it really gets interest- 
ing (as if they weren't interesting enough already). 

Years ago, Charlie's friend, Catherine Kanter, asked Charlie if he would 
have kids with her if she hadn't found “Mr. Right" by age 40. He said yes. 
He'd always wanted to be a dad. Time passed, she turned 40, and she came 
back around to the subject. By that time, Charlie was with Cameron and it 
went from being his decision to being their decision. They decided yes and, 
years later, the three of them have two children, Georgia a few years older 
than Hal. While the guys were traveling with us in the United States, the 
kids were just with their mom as a normal part of their co-parenting sched- 
ule. (And their dads really missed them.) Cameron is just as close to them 
as Charlie is, without being biologically connected, and is their primary 
caregiver whenever Charlie is shooting on location and the kids aren't with 
Catherine. It's been a wonderful experience; Charlie used to write a column 
about their family and you can find it online if you search for their names. 

I'm sure it has its snags every once in a while, but it sounded like a 
dreamy arrangement that works well for everyone, considering that some- 
times our Mr. and Ms. Rights don't always come along during our child- 
bearing years. Might Cameron and Charlie marry? They think so. Now that 
same-sex marriage is legal in Britain, it's a likelihood. But, love makes them 
a family. Period. Just like the Porters' t-shirts said on the cover of the Pride 
in Pictures Issue. 

The beauty of these stories is in showing how many different ways a fam- 
ily can be composed. I'm using the term “how” in two ways...one as in what 
it's composed of, the other as in how it's assembled as a composition. In the 
case of the Porters, the family is composed of two fathers and a son. How 
they assembled their family was by looking into the foster system, finding 
an older child, and adopting Leon. They could've stopped there, but they 
took "family" a step further and added marriage to the mix, involving the 
trio in the entire process. As for Charlie, Cameron, Catherine, Georgia, and 
Hal, there are two dads and a mom; how it happened was through in-vitro 
fertilization (IVF) with the mother carrying both children to term. Other 
families we've featured in these Children & Family Quarterlies have shown 
two mothers using artificial insemination with one carrying both children 
to term, two fathers having a baby with a surrogate mother via IVF, and two 
mothers using artificial insemination, one carrying the first baby, the other 
to carry a future baby. All versions of “how” are of interest to this community 
so that we can see what the families look like and how they got there. AII 
are valid; all are just the beginning of how what the future will look like for 
households with same-sex parents. Do It Yourself Families, some assembly 
required. 

Ilook forward to traveling more, learning more, meeting more, and tell- 
ing you more. 


With you and with thanks, 


If this doesn't scare you away from 
marriage, let us help file your joint 
tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 
We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
have looked like if you filed jointly. 


Timeless • Modern • Classic 
Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


| 


WHATEVER YOUR GREAT EVENT 
| 
NOW'S THE TIME ТО MAKE IT HAPPEN 


Auto Loans | Home Equity Loans & Lines of Credit | Personal Loans & Lines of Credit 
Private Student Loans | Small Business Loans & Lines of Credit 


For a limited time, get a special interest rate discount from 0.25% to 1.00% on select new loans or lines of credit 


Your life is filled with great events. This summer, Wells Fargo is helping make those events even better. We're 
rewarding qualified customers with a special interest rate discount on select new loans and lines of credit. You could 
use it to tackle major home renovations, consolidate your debt, pay for college expenses or even grow your business. 
Hurry in and let us help you create your own great event today. 


Eligible customers receive Interestrate discount Promotion ends For more information , Stop by 
PROMOTION DETAILS i i i i 
EUM interest rate discounts from will be applied September 30, 2014 We l l s Far go, ca l 1 1-866-578-56 7, 
0.25% to 1.00% on select automatically i 
new loans and lines of credit or visit wellsfargo.com/greatrate 


The Great Rate Event promotion provides special interest rate discounts for select products on new credit applications submitted July 1, 2014, through September 30, 2014, with a qualifying Wells Fargo 
consumer or business relationship. Additional restrictions, limitations and exclusions may apply; please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details. This promotion may be modified or withdrawn 

at any time without notice and may not be transfera erms and conditions of accounts, products, programs and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. Auto loans for 
vehicle purchase originated at dealerships do not qualify for relationship discount. 


ducts offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 


Deposit 
Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801 Printed materials expire September 30, 2014. ECG-1203646 


ienben © 2014 We 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Driving Out or Welcoming 


In, 


We Make The Choice 


We live in a country where homelessness is penalized, even criminal- 
ized. Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, for example, is about to pass a law forbid- 
ding homeless persons to store possessions publicly. 

Ft. Lauderdale police would be required to give a homeless person a 
24-hour warning before confiscating his or her possessions, it's obvious 
that if you don't have a home today, you're not likely to have one tomor- 
row. Confiscated belongings then would be ransomed for "return" fees 
or destroyed. Having no place to store the reclaimed items, the cycle 
would repeat without any effort to find a solution for the core problem: 
housing for the homeless. 

Other cities have other methods to drive away the unsightly home- 
less, such as seeding any open public surface with concrete spikes to 
prevent transients—or any other citizen—from alighting to rest. Dia- 
metrically opposed to the "NIMBY" philosophy is that of Auburn Uni- 
versity's Rural Studio, that, for the past two decades, has been working 
to design affordable, sustainable dwellings. 

It would profit urban planners to study the recently published 
Rural Studio at Twenty: Designing and Building im Hale County, 
Alabama. In text and extensive illustrations, the five authors describe 


their techniques for designing and building these innovative dwellings, 
methods used to select recipients, and the crucial interactions between 
the designers and builders and the homes' residents. 

While the project does not provide homes on a large scale, and the 
rural nature of Hale County offers cheaper land than urban Birming- 
ham, Minneapolis, or Ft. Lauderdale, it is Rural Studio's concern for the 
well-being and dignity of the less fortunate that needs to be taken into 
account. 

One cannot in an instant throw up free single housing for everyone in 
need, not even in Hale County, but Auburn University's Rural Studio, its 
students, planners, and clients, offer a fresh lens through which to view 
our thinking about decent housing for all. 

In his ballad “Falling Leaves," country singer Grandpa Jones cau- 
tioned, “When you leave this earth for a better home someday / The 
only thing you'll take is what you gave away.” Just as intelligent, planned 
giving benefits the giver and receiver, so confiscating a homeless man's 
possessions or sweeping out the poor for “aesthetic” reasons damages 
both the sweeper and the swept. 


2014/15 ORDWAY Theater Season 
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"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL YOU ABOUT)... | BY BARRY LEAVITT 


v. Celebrating Fagle's 16th Ánnivefsa]y 


NORTHERN 


DECADENCE 


Labor Day Weekend Extravaganza 


THE RAINBOW CONNECTION COMEDY TOUR 
Saturday, August 30 • Врт 

Camp Bar * 490 Robert St. N., Minneapolis 

The Rainbow Connection Comedy Tour is a new, full-spec- 
trum standup comedy tour from the creator of Stand Out: 
The National Queer Comedy Search. By combining the 
comedic talents of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans come- 
dians, they'll be showcasing the rainbow of queer comedy. 
The show will be headlined by Los Angeles-based comedian 
Casey Ley, hosted by Adam Guerino, and featuring Marla 
Depew, Dina Nina Martinez, and Rachel McCartney. Visit 
www.camp-bar.net/cabaret for tickets and more informa- 
tion. 


MIX: LABOR DAY WEEKEND 

August 31 * 6pm-2am 

Union Rooftop * 825 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
Return to the Union rooftop—rain or shine—to bookend 
your summer with MiX. This time you're asked to bring 
non-perishable food items and/or household supplies to 
help stock the shelves at The Aliveness Project. Resident 
DJ's Shiek and Lenka Paris will be back behind the decks as 
always. No cover, 21+. Search “MIX: Labor Day Weekend" 
on Facebook for more information. 


4TH ANNUAL NORTHERN DECADENCE WEEKEND 
August 31 - September 1 

eagleBOLTbar • 515 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 
If i's Labor Day Weekend in New Orleans, it's Southern 
Decadence, but in the Twin Cities, it is definitely Northern 
Decadence Weekend, and the eagleBOLTbar pulls out all 
the stops for this wild and crazy weekend as part of their 
16th anniversary. Friday, its 2-4-1s from 2-4pm and 3-4-15 
from 4-7pm. Saturday is highlighted by Leathers and Feath- 
ers Decadence Night from 9pm-2am, and includes a special 
appearance by Raging Stallion model Aleks Bulldocek... 
WOOF! If you have any pep in you after Saturday night, 
Sunday will feature brunch and build your own Bloodies 
from 10am-2pm, Showtunes beginning at 4pm and beer 
bust 4-8pm. And since Monday is a holiday, you get to do 
beer bust all over again from 4-8pm. Get your sleep before 
and after Labor Day Weekend because it's going to be a wild 
Northern Decadence Weekend. For a complete schedule of 
events and specials, visit www.eagleboltbar.com. 


MANKATO PRIDEFEST 

September 5-7 

Various locations in Mankato 

We're into the homestretch of local GLBT Pride festivals, 
and it's a beautiful time of year to head to Mankato for the 
annual Mankato Pridefest. The weekend is highlighted by a 
few big events. First, it's the Pride Parade on September 6 
at 11:30am. The parade route down Riverfront Drive begins 
atthe Blue Earth County Library, marches down Riverfront 
Drive, and ends at the festival grounds at Riverfront Park, 
Mankato. Everyone is invited to create a float, march along, 
or cheer from the sidewalk! After the parade, head over to 
Pridefest from 12-5pm at Riverfront Park. The event fea- 
tures music, food, exhibitors, artists, kids crafts, inflatable 
fun activities, and more! Stage line-up features the Key of 


Joy, City ofthe Weak, the David Yellen Band, and lots of your 
favorite kings and queens. The day winds down with the 
Pride dance Party from 8pm-12am at the VFW. Get ready to 
dance your face off at this Pride tradition! Tickets are $5 in 
advance, and can be purchased at the Coffee Hag. $7 at the 
door. 18+ to enter, 21+ to drink. Tickets are on sale through 
September 5. All events are rain or shine! Unfortunately, 
Mankato does not allow pets at Mankato parks, including 
Riverfront Park. Visit www.scmnpride.org for a full list of 
events and information. 


THE BRUNCH BRIGADE 

September 7 * 10am 

The Freehouse * 701 Washington Ave. N., 
Minneapolis 

Join Lavender Magazine and the Minneapolis Movie Bears 
as we explore the Twin Cities brunch scene, and enjoy a 
delicious meal while having great conversation with a great 
group of men and women. Everyone is welcome, and The 
Freehouse's full brunch and drink menu will be available for 
purchase. Seating is limited so reserve your seat by logging 
on to www.minneapolismoviebears.com and pay $5 per per- 
son. When you show up at the event, you get your $5 back 
to put toward your bill. Bil 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 15 


SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE 


The Book of Mormon Second National Tour. Photo by Joan Marcus, 2014 


SPOTLIGHT 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


THE BOOK OF MORMON 

Through Sept. 14 

Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(800) 982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


This musical religious satire has put mainstream television 
values on track on The Great White Way with Herculean force. 
Nine Tony Awards and continual sold-out Broadway and touring 
success has made The Book of Mormon a phenomenon. Robert 
Lopez, who composed the music for the Tony-winning Avenue 
Q, a liberal Democratic adult spoof on Sesame Street, is the 
man who got the ball rolling for the current TV-mentality-on- 
Broadway phase. It was even embraced by the so-called Dean 
of American Theater Critics, Ben Brantley. And what he says, as 
they say, goes. 

South Park creators Trey Parker and Matt Stone wrote 
the book and lyrics, therefore, you guessed right: it's packed 
with wicked snark, and actually uses that in a way reminiscent 
of a stand-up comic on a roll. The basic setup is ripe for that. 
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'Two young Mormon missionar- 
ies—one is All-American hand- 
some, the other overweight and 
insecure—are plopped into a 
Ugandan village where no one is 
able to grasp the theological views 
of the two young white men. It's 
also notable that the wave of ho- 
mophobic hysteria that has swept 
Uganda since before it opened on 
Broadway is not referenced. 

If you find that you want to 
get a fuller picture of Uganda 
after you've seen the show, see 
the DVD of Call Me Kuchu. If you 
want more insight into Mormon- 
ism and gayness, see the DVDs 
Latter Days and The Falls. They 
are a stark contrast to this very 
successful stage musical. 


IF WE WERE BIRDS 
Sept. 12 - 27 

Nimbus Theatre 

1517 Central Av. NE, Mpls. 
(612) 227-1188 
www.tctwentypercent.org 


20% Theatre Company Twin 
Cities has really been stepping up 
their game this year. They gave us 
а jolting production on competing 
views of feminism with Rapture, 
Blister, Burn and now they are 
digging into issues of war, Greco- 
Roman myth, classical tragedy, 
and women as chattel with If We 
Were Birds by Erin Shields. It's 
rather thrilling to see a theater 
group sink its teeth into such chal- 
lenging material. 

The story takes characters 
from ancient myth and weaves in 
the experiences of women in mod- 
ern and contemporary conflicts 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Rwanda, 
Bangladesh, Nanking, and Berlin. 
Shields draws inspiration from gay 
Roman poet Ovid’s Metamorphoses 
with its story of Tereus (Ethan 
Bjelland) who kidnaps and abuses 
his sister-in-law, Philomela (Suzi 
Gard). Her sister, Procne (Jill Iver- 
son) also figures quite dramati- 
cally into the action. The play also 
has a Greek Chorus played by 
20%’s Dana Lee Thompson, Sid- 
deeqah Shabazz, Tara Lucchino, 
Cynthia Hornbeck, Laura Mason, 
and Katherine Engel. 

Director Lee Conrads shares 
that when she first read Ју We 
Were Birds, “It felt like the answer 
to artistic questions I had been 
pondering a long time. I have an 
almost evangelical love of Greek 
Theater and Shields does an 
excellent job of taking the very el- 
ements that often stymie classical 
theater productions’ accessibility 
to modern audiences—the cho- 
rus, the heightened language, the 
extended oratories—and making 
them the most engaging aspects 
of the play.” 

“T have also spent a consider- 
able amount of time thinking 
about the intersection between art 
(theater specifically) and social 
justice. I believe that theater can 
be a powerful tool for good in 
the world when we tell stories 
that deepen our understanding of 
injustice and force us to sit with 
difficult problems without offering 
much in the way of comfort or 
solutions.” 


SPOTLIGHT 


“Tm also often overwhelmed by the injustice of the world 
(and my relative powerlessness) and find it tempting to use 
theater to just shout into the void and release that tension. 

And I am continually impressed by the ways in which Shields 
navigates that line. The heightened language, the opportunities 
to incorporate movement, and the epic/mythic elements from 
Ovid are incredibly cathartic. But Shields never lets us—as 
artists as well as audience members—use them as a crutch to 
face the harsh realities of her play. By interweaving Ovid's myth 
with the stories of real women who have endured unimaginable 
terror as a by-product of war, she forces us to face the fact that 
the redemption that comes to Philomela is rare outside fiction. 
We don't have gods to sew our tongues back in and the restitu- 
tion we ache for is something we must build for each other as a 
global community." 


If We Were Birds. Photo courtesy of 20% Theatre Company Twin Cities 


Director Mary Finnerty says 
that many of the artists working 
on the show have had "visceral 
reactions to it. One of the design- 
ers said she could hear echoes of 
conversations from her marriage, 
another said the play touched him 
and made him cry. I personally 
felt as though someone had been 
crawling around my house with 
a tape recorder, capturing my 
conversations with my husband. 
So the dialogue is very real. 

Sexy Laundry departs from your 
average relationship story as the 
characters share their fantasies 
which grow and free them to 
either travel separate paths or 
choose to remain together in a 
more vital relationship. Anyone 
in along term relationship will 
identify with these characters and 
their struggle to re-invigorate 
their relationship." 


SEXY LAUNDRY 

Sept. 5 - 28 

Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th St., St. Paul 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Michele Riml’s comedy catches the wave of middle-age 
couples living longer, therefore needing to deal with sexual 
interaction or lack of it, as time goes forward. However, in the 
case of Alice and Henry, longstanding resentments, defense 
mechanisms, and assumptions get in the way of the vulnerability 
necessary for renewed sexual happiness. 

The actors at Park Square have been examining that as they 
have geared up for the area premiere. Charity Jones plays Alice 
and notes, “After 25 years of marriage, raising three children, 
managing a career and household, Alice feels a lack of emotional 
and physical intimacy with her husband. A trip to the gym sparks 
an existential panic that she is on the ineluctable slide to invis- 
ibility in a youth-obsessed culture, questioning not only her at- 
tractiveness but her very sense of feeling alive. She wants to try 
something new in the hope of rediscovering what has been lost.” 

John Middleton relates, “At the beginning of the play Henry 
isn't interested in 'improving' his marriage because he doesn't 
think it needs improving. Indeed, with all the other things there 
are to worry about, he wants and needs their marriage to be 
something he can count on. Besides, experience has taught him 
that 'improvements! usually mean something that will cost him 
money, and/or involve long talks about everything he's doing 
wrong and needs to change. In short, if it ain't broke, don't 
spend too much money on a ridiculous hotel room." 


THE WOLF OF 
WALMART 

Through Nov.1 

Brave New Workshop 

824 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
www.bravenewworkshop.com 


Comic actor Bobby Gardner is 
in top form as a Walmart official, 
or maybe I should say a "thought 
policeman," who stands in as 
the face of a company that, in 
the spirit of the gospel accord- 
ing to profit, is interested only in 
dumbing down and distracting 
its customer base. When public 


education collapses, Big Brother 
Walmart steps in and offers his- 
tory classes that weave in product 
placement and factually irrelevant 
advertising for McDonald's and 
Sleep Number Beds. The history 
of the A-Bomb and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. have nothing to do with 
these things of course, but it's the 
condition on which the corpora- 
tion will be “benevolent.” Kids are 
conditioned into consumerism. 
The region's premiere comedy 
troupe is in new, edgier territory 
and, though The Wolf of Walmart 
is not as boisterous as a lot of 
other Brave New Workshop's 
revues, it has its own compelling 
comic energy. It's as laugh-out- 
loud as many of their revues are, 
but there's a more serious, more 
penetrating attitude. Matt Erkel 
is perfectly creepy as a seasoned 
Walmart greeter, reminiscent of 
a cult follower. Taj Ruler and Lau- 
ren Anderson create a wild con- 
trast as two women of different 
generations with very different 
views of feminism. Tom Reed ex- 
cels throughout. Peter Guertin's 
music draws nicely from different 
genres, adding ironic touches. 
The driving force behind this 
brave new set of vignettes are Ca- 
leb and Katy McEwen who have 
astutely co-directed the piece 
with a kind of wonderfully low 
key Orwellian ferocity. They're 
clearly showing us the problem of 
a corporation having the status of 
a person, a citizen. B 


The Wolf of Walmart. Photo by Dani Werner 
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EXPANDING THE HERD TO ST. PAUL 


A familiar name has crossed the river into St Paul; restaurateur 
Luke Shimp has opened a second Red Cow a little more than a year 
after scoring a big hit with his first location in Edina. His newest offer- 
ing is on Selby Avenue in the tony Cathedral Hill neighborhood of the 
saintly city. 

“Its a 21st century tavern with gourmet fare,” Shimp enthusiasti- 
cally offered up. “We have craft beers on tap, often rotating with six 
new beers a week. There is a nice selection of fine wines and we have 
craft cocktails with what I think is a Red Cow twist. They stay true to 
the origins of the drinks but with that little mixologist twist.” 

Giving people what they want is not a new skill for Shimp. He was 
one of the founders of the Blue Plate Restaurant Company which oper- 
ates several successful restaurants around the Twin Cities. All this got 
me to wondering, why keep the same name for his second restaurant? 

“You know in my past life, we had different names for all of our res- 
taurants and we were very successful with that, but I wanted to build 


more of a brand. Also, from a more selfish standpoint, it's easier to 
manage with just one name and brand," he explained. 

Shimp is planning to add to his herd, he's signed a lease for another 
Red Cow location in Minneapolis North Loop neighborhood to open 
early next year. And that's not all that's coming down the trough. 

“Ultimately, the end goal is to have more restaurants but I don't 
want to saturate the Twin Cities market. I don't want to become this 
big behemoth chain. I'd like to see maybe seven to ten Red Cows in 
multiple states, maybe Colorado and Washington. I'm kind of an ur- 
ban guy who really loves the city and neighborhoods." The latter are 
markets Shimp says have an almost identical psychographic makeup 
as the Twin Cities. Translation: they are a lot like us and we like the 
same stuff. 

"There are a lot of people doing burgers, craft beer, and cocktails, 
but there's really no one putting it all together in one package. And I 
felt now is the time to do that." 
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 


SANDWICHES NOW 
AVAILABLE 


"HAPPY, 
3-бРМ & 
рее 


pare ella pesto || 
Санин Ро 


Moz 


2717 HENNEPIN AVE S 
UPTOWN.MPLS 


OPEN DAILY 7AM-10PM 


UNION 


ROOFTOP 


please bring a non-perishable 
donation to help us stock 


the shelves at the aliveness 
project, and make summer's 
& biggest party into summer's 
KITCHEN ш ВАК biggest food drive! 
www.LoRIiNGKITCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


hosts: lindsay earney | dave em | mike laguire | jim llanas | lenka paris 
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WITH PAT EVANS 


= 1, Caramel Puffcorn with Bacon: get everyone their own bowl, because this stuff goes fast. 2. Poutine made with fries, 
blue cheese, apples, and bacon; perfect combination. 3. Roasted Peach & Burrata starter; soft cheese with sweet and 
tangy peaches and balsamic reduction please the palate. 4. French Onion Burger; pile it high with chips and dip, don't 
skip the sweet potato fries, either. 5. Irish Coffee Float; a sweet end with a little buzz thrown in. 


~an 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 


TOAST 
Wine bar f caca ) 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


1963 LY LE 


ATT Ee 


2021 Hennepin Ave South, Minneapolis • 612-870-8183 • www.lylesliquor.com 
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using promo 3 
code U59 [8] 


AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION" 
HOTELS 


Minneapolis heats up in the winter and The Hotel Minneapolis is right in the middle 
of it all. Stay at our historically hip hotel and experience all of the warm excitment 
that Minneapolis has to offer. 


Á 


U a \ a! 
pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 3 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm | 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ~ 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 


**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events ү чү є 4. 4 ET é 
, у 
~ 
Gloss to the се епегдујсепсе & Whe [Mu Wwwburgermoes:com 
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Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night Dining 


«3. Now Open Ват - midnight! 
Ry 
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3800 Nicollet Ауе + 612.823.4790 


3808 West 50th Street 
Minneapolis • 612-927-4464 


пре Street Ji 


Loutisianz 


Hennepin Ave. & West 26th 


Grand Ave. & Fairview 
Minneapolis • 612-874-0481 


Saint Paul - 651-698-2346 


Selby & Dale Bielenberg & Tamarack 
Saint Paul - 651-221-9140 Woodbury - 651-209-8182 
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S GET ON МЕ Jewelry and aftercare 
E purchase required for both 


x ЗЕТЕ piercings. 


2 PIERCINGS! По appointment needed. 


612.354.7220 
almostfamouspiercing.com 


ЧО5 Central • Minneapolis 


Also located in Mall of America 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist « 612-990-0649 


7 Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 
! Therapy Center 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


federally ам riage and niei rights ACT NOW. Bein 
lone wi will ot protect m if you are ‘undocumented or if you have overstayed your cu 


YOU NEED AN IMMIGRATION PETITION NOW! DON'T GET CAUGHT IN THE WRONG PLACE AT 
THE WRONG TIME - WITHOUT THE CORRECT PROTECTION - ACT NOW! 


Our office provides free" legal consultations for same-sex couples, smi mmig 
though marriage and we also offer income based pricing and long term payment plans. - 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION 


‘LAW OFFICES OF C. SELLA 
Providing Trustworthy Immigration Law Services ~ 
LAWUSA.COM 


We also offer assistance with: 
* Business Visas 
* U.S. Citizenship 


• Investor Visas 

• Green Cards 

+ Work/Training Visas 
• Tourist Visas 
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TASTE BUDS WITH PAT EVANS 


He's probably right about that. On the af- 
ternoon we visited the new Red Cow to graze 
on some menu items, the place was packed. 
Clearly, word of mouth is paying off. Or may- 
be it's the deliciously satisfying food that is 
being delivered to those eager mouths. 

“Who doesn't love caramel corn and who 
doesn't love bacon?" Shimp exclaimed. *One 
night, I was sitting at home making caramel 
corn for my sons and there's some bacon 
in the fridge and I thought, ‘Maybe ГЇЇ try a 
little of that.' It turned out to be a perfect bar 
snack." And it has become a menu favorite. 

Even though Shimp can cook, he credits 
his team of chefs as the ones who really deliv- 
er the goods. One of their most popular items 
is the poutine. 

A traditional poutine is a Canadian dish of 
French fries, cheese curds, and beef gravy 
over the top. One of the two Red Cow twists 
on poutine tops the fries with apples, bacon, 
and blue cheese. And trust me, itis indecently 
good (and gluten-free). Alert: wear a larger 
belt with more holes so you can expand it for 
this one. 

A few of the St. Paul-specific features in- 
clude the Roasted Peach & Burrata starter, 
the French Onion Burger, and the Irish Cof- 
fee Float. 

'The Roasted Peach & Burrata starter de- 
lights the tongue with oven-roasted peaches, 
fresh burrata, hibiscus salt, and a balsamic re- 
duction, covered with raw sugar and torched 
as a brülée. Impressively simple and so very 
summery. 

Born from the Twin Cities burger battle, 
this new addition to the “cows” extensive 
burger lineup is impressive. It features a lo- 
cal grass-fed beef patty piled with Tillamook 
white cheddar cheese, caramelized onions, 
and Yukon Gold potato chips with chive sour 
cream “dip,” all on A Baker’s Wife bun. 

Finish your meal with an Irish Coffee Float 
and a Skillet Chocolate Chip Cookie Sundae. 
They’re cool tastes of old flavors. 

The menu also boasts many gluten-free 
items, just look for the GF designation. Shimp 
says he and his team plan to continue to inno- 
vate, but one recipe will stay the same: 

“A lot of times people ask for the secret 
sauce and one of the things I learned from my 
past life success with Blue Plate is living the 
mantra: we are one with the community. It’s 
more than a geographical location. We want to 
be a place where people come and gather and 
that's really the true definition of a tavern.” B 


Red Cow 

393 Selby Avenue, St. Paul 
651-789-0545 
www.redcowmn.com 


FREE WI-FI & DOWNTOWN DELIVERY 
FRESH ROASTED DAILY IN-HOUSE COFFEE 


BREAKFAST & LUNCH entrée salads Natural Foods Co-op 
CATERING AVAILABLE featuring local www.msmarket.coop 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY WITH PRIDE f 
GAY OWNED & OPERATED lavors and 
|__ 102 W. Superior St. • Duluth, MN 55802 • (218) 720-6015 | nutritious 
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The weather will soon be getting cooler, football season 
is back in the air, and college campuses are buzzing 
with activity. It is time to send your college students 
back to school, so make sure you're covered and 
prepared with the coverages you need from a policy 
purchased at AAA Minneapolis Insurance Agency. 


Find out what you need to know BEFORE they head out. 


AAA.com/Insurance 2 
(952) 927-2518 P ange p 
insurance@aaaminneapolis.com Minneapolis 
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This is the 


Б : cheese course. This is a salad. 
You'll never forget your first time. Also known as Healthy and tasty. 


gooey goodness. Nice. 


Uy 


This is a fondue pot. 
This is where food becomes a 
conversation starter. 


„ WEEKDAYSIN , 
SEPTEMBER 


To learn even more, check out our 
list of fondues and fondon’ts 
at meltingpot.com/Fondue101 


This is an entrée. 
Shrimp is just one option, but it’s a good one. 


he «9; 


T 
Melting Dot. 


a fondue restaurant 


ie 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 7 Thisisa This is 
(612) 338-9900 • MELTINGPOT.COM oyu tiated 


chocolate fondue. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 


Think regular fork Some say it’s the 
meets magic wand. best part. 


Mention Fondue 101 and receive 50% off our cookbook. 
Offer valid at this location only. See store for details or restrictions. 
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Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


This year, Duluth-Superior Pride marks its 28th anniversary with a five-day cornucopia of 
events in the Twin Ports of Duluth, Minnesota, and Superior, Wisconsin, over Labor Day Week- 
end, August 27-31. The theme is “Out Is In." 

Featured entertainment at the free Pride Festival on August 30 in Duluth includes headliners 
Ariana & The Rose (3:30 PM), Branden James (4:00 PM), Svet (4:45 PM), Cheesa (5:30 PM), and 
Steve Grand (6:15 PM). 

Following the festival, both Superior GLBT bars, The Flame Nightclub and The Main Club, 
just a few blocks apart, cohost Pride Block Parties at their respective venues. 

'The Pride Parade on August 31 in Superior returns to its traditional route on Tower Avenue 
after last year's relocation because of construction. NOTE: The Duluth-Superior Pride Guide in- 
correctly has the Pride Parade route as Broadway and Banks, Superior. 

Looking for a reasonable and fun place to stay on Friday and Saturday, August 29 and 30? Try 
the venerable Duluth Sauna in Downtown Duluth, with special overnight Pride hours from Noon 
each day to 9 AM the next day. 

For more information, visit www.dspride.com. 
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FAGBUG NATION 
7 PM 
Zinema 
222 E. Superior St., Duluth 


MAYOR'S RECEPTION & WEEKEND OPENING 
5PM 
The Depot 
506 W. Michigan St., Duluth 


POETRY READING 
6 PM 
Jitters Coffee House 
102 W. Superior St., Duluth 


HUMMINGBIRD FAMILY 5K RUN/WALK 
Registration 8:30 AM 
Starts 9 AM 
Western Lake Superior Waterfront Trail 
7408 Grand Ave., Duluth 


PRIDE FESTIVAL (FREE) 
11 AM-7 PM 
Bayfront Festival Park, Duluth 


PRIDE BLOCK PARTIES 
8 PM-Midnight 
Co-Hosted By The Flame Nightclub 
1612 Tower Ave., Superior 
The Main Club 
1217 Tower Ave., Superior 


WORSHIP SERVICE & BREAKFAST 
Breakfast 9:30 AM 
Pride Services 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Duluth 
835 W. College St., Duluth 


PRIDE PARADE 
Noon 
Tower Ave., Superior 


FRUIT FLOAT BOAT CRUISE 
3:30 PM 
Vista Fleet 
323 Harbor Dr., Duluth 


FOO FOO CHOO CHOO 
Pre-Boarding Party 2 PM 
Boarding 3:30 PM 
The Depot 
506 W. Michigan Ave., Duluth 


ANNUAL PRIDE DRAG SHOW FUNDRAISER 
Benefits Northland HIV/AIDS Groups 
8 PM 
The Main Club 
1217 Tower Ave., Superior 


Lavender Magazine is a proud All That Glitters 
Sponsor of Duluth-Superior Pride 


MANKATO: 


BIDS. 


Sepiemloer 56 


Head south to Mankato to celebrate 
one more weekend of pride! 


Friday night, kick it off with 
Queeraoke at Pub 500 at 8:30. 


Saturday grab a seat on Riverfront 
Drive for the Pride Parade at 
11:30. 


Next, check out Pride Festival 
from 12-5, at the stunning Vetter 
Stone Ampitheater. We've 
planned a great stage lineup, 
exhibitors, food and liquor sales, 
kids crafts and bouncehouses, 
and so much more! 


Finish off the night at our popular 
Pride Dance at 8pm. 


Dust off your rainbows and come 
check out what Mankato Pride is 
all about. 

Small city. Big Pride. 


Find out all the details at 
www.scmnpride.org 


www.scmnpride.org 


South Central Minnesota 


28006 


Promoting pride and visibility 
in south central Minnesota. 


All the fancy little gadgets we have to 
connect us, and we'll never top this. 


Plan your trip at bluefinbay.com 


DN Bl 4 | 
uefin Bay | Surfside | Temperance Landing 
Bluefin Bay geo OF RES ORs On the shores of Lake Superior in Tofie, Minnesota 


Пе EC КШ АШ 


SES NON GERI. ue 


our Complete-Wedding- 
Destination on the Shores 
«of the St.Croix River a 


WATERSTREETINN.US 651-439-6000 101 WATER STREET S, STILLWATER, MN 


GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 


19 


SEPTEMBER 17 
On sale now at mysticlake.com Mystic LAKE 


OWNED & OPERATED BY THE SHAKOPEE MDEWAKANTON SIOUX COMMUNITY 
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SHORT NORTH ARTS DISTRICT 


Named after an area of town designated by the 
police as being just short of the University cam- 
pus in the northern edge of Columbus proper, 
the Short North is one of the grand destinations 
of Columbus. Not only is there a Gallery Hop 
on the first Saturday of every month when all the 
art spaces open to the public with music and food 
to enjoy and consume, but there are restaurants, 
shops, clubs, and the Pizzuti Collection to expe- 
rience every day as well. The Pizzuti Collection 
is a non-profit 501c3 exhibition space dedicated 
to the presentation of contemporary art from the 
collection of Ron and Ann Pizzuti. Our visit was 
during the “Cuban Forever” exhibition, the most 
meaningful of the pieces were clear resin casts of 
guns and swords, bold mock propaganda post- 
ers, and surveillance-ducking smuggler pigeons 
named after film directors. An impressive collec- 
tion of permanent art that also made plenty of 
room for traveling shows, the Pizzuti Collection 
is a must-see on the Short North list. 


26 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 21-SEPTEMBER 3, 2014 


I recommend starting one of your weekend 
days with brunch at The Pearl, which is a res- 
taurant, tavern, and oyster room. For small bites 
to ease you into your morning, have some Old 
Fashioned Deviled Eggs and Devils on Horse- 
back, but save room for Chicken and Waffles 
with warm blueberry sauce and Ohio honey...it's 
lip-smacking and finger-licking good, fortifying 
you for the day ahead. If you want to spend an 
afternoon drinking brew or tasting vodka, North 
High Brewing and Middle West Spirits will 
please your palate. You can sample the wares at 
North High Brewing and also buy supplies for 
your own home brew. Middle West Spirits shows 
off beautiful stills and bottles, and the tour ends 
with a tasting of the distillery's “culinary” spirits 
offerings. The OYO Vodka is often referred to 
as the “whisky lover's vodka," which is apparent 
when you smell and taste what is carefully crafted 
from local Ohio fields. 

The Short North is home to a remarkable 
number of gay establishments. The arts are in the 


Das ewige Gesetz 


зараза 
sa 
reri 


either rich 
nor Les 
асите 


air; there's a splash of rainbow—literal ог not—ev- 
erywhere. We spent some time in Torso, a store 
for men, where I admired a number of novelty 
shirts with text taken from Steel Magnolias and 
my travel companions bought some tank tops, be- 
cause who doesn't need a new tank top on a trip? 
Level Dining Lounge was not only a place to 
find tasty drinks and fantastic apps, but our apps 
of calamari and wings were a hit and my entrée of 
Pork Cacciatore was stick-to-your-bones hearty. 
It was all just what we needed before an evening 
on the town. Make sure you catch Nina West's 
Excellent Adventure Drag Show at Axis while 
you're in town. Nina's a famous drag queen with 
a Choose Your Own Adventure Show that breaks 
the mold for drag shows; she's got a talented 
ensemble and catchy show to (patent leather) 
boot. We ended each night at Union Cafe where 
there were plenty of seats on the patio, roaming 
drag queens, and strong drinks. Even though we 
weren't at the intersection of two, there was plen- 
ty of Gay on this section of High Street. 


ШШШ ШШ ПШ m — € 
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Opposite: Pieces of "Cuban Forever" exhibit at the Pizzuti 
Collection. 

Clockwise from Left: Community meal preparation and 
dining at The Kitchen; the best macarons I've found at 
Pistacia Vera; Fred & Howard watch over their Hausfrau 
Haven in German Village; and Steel Magnolias gets its 
spotlight at Torso. Photos by Andy Lien 


GERMAN VILLAGE HISTORIC 
DISTRICT 


German Village is a 233-acre neighborhood 
in Columbus that is on the National Register of 
Historic Places for its sturdy, red-brick homes 
with wrought iron fences along tree-lined, brick- 
paved streets. Settled in the mid-1800s, the Ger- 
mans in this neighborhood made up as much as 
one-third of the population of Columbus. Today, 
you can take guided tours of the mostly residen- 
tial area, enjoying the brick (but watching your 
step...particularly if you tend to be glued to your 
Instagram app on your phone) and the historic 
architecture around you. 

Hausfrau Haven, opened and owned by 
life and business partners for over 50 years, 
Fred Holdridge and Howard Burns (now both 
deceased), is a celebrated hub of neighborhood 
activity in the German Village with a market and 
a Laundromat for tourists and residents alike. 
Nearby, The Book Loft of German Village 
is one of the nation's largest independent book 
stores. I recommend grabbing a coffee drink (the 
chocolate and peanut butter “Buckeye Latte” is a 
must) at the Cup o’ Joe next door and getting 
lost in the 32 rooms of bargain books (okay... 
grab a map if time is of the essence). When you 
emerge, you have multiple options for your din- 
ing needs, depending on the time of day. A food 
tour of the Village yielded us Kale Caesar Salad, 
pizzas of Mushroom, Fennel Sausage, and Spicy 
Yuma varieties at Harvest Pizzeria for lunch; 
yards of the most fresh and flavorful French 
macarons I’ve ever had at Pistacia Vera for an 
afternoon snack; small plates and swoon-worthy 
sangria at Barcelona for happy hour; ending it all 
with supper at The Kitchen. 


TORSO TEASE 


For an interactive cooking and dining experi- 
ence, go to the lesbian-owned locale called The 
Kitchen. Renovated from an old video store in 
German Village, this attractive space is open 
and airy, with multiple work stations for you to 
get your hands dirty while having plenty of fun. 
They'll do the prep, cooking, and clean-up, you 
and yours get to do the assembly and await your 
masterpieces, served family-style in the spacious 
dining area. Our dinner included multiple cours- 
es with crab salad, salt-roasted fingerling pota- 
toes, herb stuffed chicken (by yours truly), and 
peach and blueberry cobbler. With a full bar and 
mixologist on hand, I recommend keeping the 
imbibing light until after you handle the knives. 


L SLAPPED 
QUISER 


BOUDREAUX: 


FAVORITES 


Nestled in Columbus’s Victorian Village, an 
old gas station has been turned into the most 
charming breakfast place with Sweet & Spicy 
Bacon and Pancake Balls to boot. For my best 
brunch pick, Katalina’s Corner Cafe loves our 
rainbow community and the rainbow community 
loves Katalina’s. Though I tried to swim upstream 
and get everyone to call the Pancake Balls on the 
menu "ebelskiver" per my heritage, I quickly gave 
in to the orbs of love and only used my mouth 
for eating. The varieties of filling for the Pancake 
Balls include Nutella, fig butter, apple/pumpkin 
butter, and other surprises for our senses. Other 
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Nutella-filled Pancake Balls at Katalina's; the most superb Zucchini Pronto at Basi Italia. Photos by Andy Lien 


hit menu items included Boylan's Biscuit & Veg- 
gie Sausage Gravy, savory soups, and deliciously 
hearty coffee. Then, to rub in how I lost the battle 
for “ebelskiver” but won the war, I was sent away 
with a sassy pink t-shirt that says “PEACE LOVE 
& PANCAKE BALLS.” Amen, Sister Katalina. 
Amen. 

Find local small businesses and merchants 
in the North Market, a market with butchers, 
bakers, and candy makers; fishmongers, green- 
grocers, and restaurateurs. The businesses grow, 
catch, find, make, produce, distribute, cook, 
create, and invent their wares to sell at the only 
public market in Ohio. I meandered through and 
bought coffee at the Taste of Belgium, bacon 
and cheese-flavored popcorn at Pam’s Market 
Popcorn, Buckeye ice cream and a few maca- 
rons at the market’s satellite locations of Jeni’s 
Splendid Ice Cream and Pistacia Vera. Being 
that I was traveling, I didn’t take advantage of the 
meats and farm vegetables, but would have gladly 
brought home a bounty of food for a fresh and 
local meal. As it was, the gourmet snacks had to 
do. And they did. 

A house, a chef, and a killer menu can be 
found at the Short North’s Basi Italia. I never 
thought I'd see the day when Га name my favorite 
dish of a meal to be a salad, let alone one com- 
prised of zucchini, but Basi’s julienned Zucchini 
Pronto tossed in a vinaigrette with almonds and 
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pecorino cheese was simply superb. We sipped 
fresh watermelon cocktails and some of the spe- 
cially-smuggled Middle West Spirits OYO made it 
around our table. While the inside dining area is 
in a charming house, we enjoyed dining al fresco 
on the patio. Second only to the zucchini primo, 
the Beef Short Rib with sweet corn mash, baby 
watercress, and espresso BBQ sauce was divine. 


OVERALL 


Columbus is an easy-to-figure destination. 
Our hotel, the Crowne Plaza Columbus, was 
centrally located and made for easy walking for 
some of the shopping and dining. As far as trans- 
portation goes, we took taxis, but now there’s 
an even better option for downtown Columbus, 
which utilizes public transportation. CBUS, 
which is a free bus that circulates downtown Co- 
lumbus to connect the wonderful neighborhoods 
from north to south: Victorian Village, Italian Vil- 
lage, Short North, Capitol Square, German Vil- 
lage, Brewery District, Arena District, and back 
to Victorian Village. Beyond those options—and 
unlike our own program that just expanded from 
just Minneapolis to now include St. Paul and has 
yet to fully catch on—the Car2Go car sharing 
system is flourishing in Columbus. There’s a bike 
sharing program called CoGo, which is similar to 
the Twin Cities’ Nice Ride, for those who want to 
see it all on two wheels. 


When we travel, do we want to compare where 
we go to where we come from? It’s unavoidable, 
to an extent, and I'd like to put out there that Co- 
lumbus seems quite close to what we have in our 
own backyard, but with more and different for us 
to enjoy. Comfort zones are almost assured as Co- 
lumbus is just really quite gay, day or night, from 
German Village to Short North to Victorian Vil- 
lage to the University. As far as additional attrac- 
tions go, The Columbus Zoo is award-winning, 
the Franklin Park Conservatory is stunning, 
and the Columbus Museum of Art is a worthy 
stop as well. 

Columbus. It's not as exotic as it is familiar. 
Throw in how gay-friendly it is and you've got a 
home away from home. Great place to visit; would 
definitely want to stay there. 


RESOURCES 
Short North Arts District: 
www.shortnorth.org 


German Village Business Community: 
www.gvbusinesscommunity.com 


Experience Columbus: 
www.experiencecolumbus.com/lgbt B 
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When you're ready to build on your achievements, our 
trusted bankers are ready to support your personal and 
professional goals. Our bankers live and work in your 
community and know that good relationships make us 
all stronger. With our customized tools and services, 
we may help you build a legacy of wealth and success. 


© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. (1203728_12666) 
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Joffe MediCenter: The Ноте for Custom LASIK in the Twin Cities 
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How to Do Orlando 
Without Kids or Disney 


By Andy Lien 
When thinking of how common experiences lend themselves to common desires, travel is no exception. For those of us who don't have 
kids, respite often comes in childless packages. So, when | got the opportunity to travel to Orlando with some college friends, | got it 
into my head that | wanted to avoid kids and Disney, two of the most prominent features of that area of Florida. Nothing against kids or 
Disney, | like them both, butthis was a challenge! An adventure! And | was up for it. 


Opposite: Gatorland's inhabitants sunning. Above: The Heart 


Rose descended to Jack, mixing fantasy with real- 
ity. Likewise, the gift shop has dishes and other 
items that border on props, depending on how 
you view them, but I chose not to split hairs. I 
wouldn't turn down The Heart of the Ocean neck- 
lace, whether procured from a fictional safe in a 
movie or a gift shop in Florida. 

Since all of these attractions are located on 
International Drive, we were able to scope them 
out as we drove. One that was particularly eye- 
catching was Wonderworks, since it was upside- 
down. Within are over 100 interactive exhibits 
that test things like dexterity, cognition, reflex, 
wind-resilience, and motion-sickness...it's like a 
Science museum meets an arcade. I dipped my 
hand in the water that was the same temperature 
as what the Titanic sank in, my friend tested out 
the Bed of Nails, and I landed the Space Shuttle 
Discovery. Additionally, there was a rope course, 
Lazer-Tag, and a 4D Theater in which we "rode" 
a haunted mine ride. We followed up our trip to 
Wonderworks with The Outta Control Magic 
Comedy Dinner Show starring Tony Brent. 
Voted to be *Orlando's Funniest Dinner Show," 
you can enjoy all-you-can-consume salad, pizza, 
beer, and wine with about 125 of your closest 
friends while being entertained by a mixture of 
amazing magic, impersonations, and high-energy 
improvisational comedy. We laughed. We enjoyed 
the people who shared our table and our food. We 
were entertained, to say the least in this casual, 
fun-filled setting. 

In an effort to find a more nighttime activity 
that didn't involve heavy drinking or too much 
neon, I booked us tickets at Sleuths Mystery 
Dinner Shows. Dinner and a show? Count us in. 
I won't say that we were the youngest, but, actu- 
ally, we might have been the youngest. Here's the 
deal, though, people love showing the ropes to 
the youngest in the crowd and we were newbies 
to the whole mystery dinner show concept. At the 
"head" of our round table, an older gent told us 
the rules of the game. We'd eat a little, be intro- 
duced to the characters, eat a little more, see the 
drama unfold, eat some more, and have to come 
up with the ^whodunnit" to solve the mystery...all 
before we finished our dessert. The drinks were 
bottomless, our shaman guide was resolute, the 
acting was funny, and my lasagna was delicious. 
The biggest rule of the night was to TRUST NO 
ONE. Except our guide. He'd been to so many of 
the shows before (and won a number of them) 
that each time he told us a new tale, his proverbial 
fish got bigger. And we ate it right up. 


of the Ocean at TITANIC The Experience; Seuss-like garden delights at Bok Tower Gardens. Photos by Andy Lien 


GET OUTSIDE 


Want to get in on some 'gator action? There 
are two great options for accessing alligators, 
one closer to the rest of Orlando than the other. 
Gatorland reminds me of Yogi Bear's Jellystone 
Park. There's a big, cartoony alligator mouth that 
forms the entrance and everything within has a 
hint of hokey. There are shows and photo ops for 
everyone, and plenty of gators for the viewing. 
There’s even the Screamin’ Gator Zip Line for 
those who are taller than 37” and dare to fly above 
Gatorland on a cable. It can get pretty packed and 
chaotic, but those facts shouldn’t keep you from 
going; everything is well-organized and there’s 
plenty of gators to go around. Kids are unavoid- 
able, but not central to the attraction. 

If you’re looking for an adventure that’s a bit 
farther out of town (there isn’t much of “civiliza- 
tion” in sight), make the drive out to Wild Flori- 
da Airboats & Wildlife Park. This was a high- 
light of my trip as I was bent on getting to ride an 
airboat like in that aforementioned show I can’t 
stop talking about.Wild Florida was less crowded 
and a bit more sophisticated; something that I 
appreciated, having traveled without children. 
There were spacious areas for different types of 
wildlife, including a large number of “rescue” ga- 
tors...the ones that might have been flushed or 
been discovered to be problem guests in gated 
communities. I made friends with a touchy parrot 
and had the ride of my life on an airboat for nearly 
an hour. I kept thinking of how it was located on 
such a great lake for swimming (how Minnesotan 
can I get?) until I was repeatedly reminded of the 
alligators within. So, I may not want to bring a ga- 
tor home with me, but I do want an airboat for up 
at my cabin. 

There’s something about garden tours and 
carillons that just doesn’t scream “CHILDREN.” 
Bok Tower Gardens is meandering garden in 
Lake Wales designed by famed landscape archi- 
tect Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. a couple of hours 
from Orlando, if you drive slowly. The founder 
of Bok Tower Gardens, Edward W. Bok, was 
a highly successful publisher, Pulitzer Prize- 
winning author, respected humanitarian, and an 
advocate of world peace and the environment. 
What he left for the rest of us to enjoy are almost 
50 acres of a contemplative and informal wood- 
land setting offering a series of romantic recesses 
and tranquil resting spots, picturesque vistas and 
breathtaking views, as well as a bird sanctuary, 
reflection pool, and the Singing Tower. The Sing- 


ing Tower is a 205-foot neo-Gothic pink stone 
tower that houses a 60-bell carillon. Strolling the 
gardens during one of the two daily carillon con- 
certs is a guaranteed afternoon of serenity. 

On my life’s Bucket List is a hot-air balloon 
ride. Bob’s Balloon Rides did not disappoint. 
We woke up in the wee hours of the morning and 
rode out to the country with a bunch of other vans 
hauling trailers and tourists; like storm-chasers, 
the balloon pros know where to go. We assisted 
in launching our balloons and suddenly found 
ourselves up in the air with the only instruction 
being to listen when it was time to land and not 
touch anything we’re not supposed to. I followed 
directions and managed to not even throw my 
iPhone off the side, which is something that you’d 
expect would happen fairly frequently. We soared 
over swamps and marshes; the air turned a fra- 
grant citrus scent when we were over an orange 
grove, and we landed without mishap in a pasture 
of cows. Our tour ended at a fruit stand at which 
we could buy some oranges to go, but our morn- 
ing’s adventure ended with a champagne brunch 
back in town. It was full of incomparable sights 
and soaring, all with a knowledgeable and person- 
able crew with Bob’s Balloon Rides. 


RENT A CAR 


Unfortunately, we couldn’t ride around Or- 
lando by airboat or hot air balloon all week, so I'd 
recommend renting a car. This was my first trip 
to Orlando and I kept trying to strategize using 
public transportation or taxis...but the economi- 
cal and easy answer was a weekly rental. For what 
it would have cost for a taxi ride from the airport 
to our resort and back, we got a zippy little Chevy 
for three people for seven days. No brainer. The 
parking was easy, which I didn't expect to be the 
case. If you'd like, you can ride a circulator trol- 
ley on International Drive called I-Ride, but when 
most of the attractions (listed in the Adult-Ori- 
ented Tourist Traps above) on this list have their 
own parking lots, it seems odd to take a trolley. 
Did I mention the part about a car being a little 
self-regulated civilization? Yes. With your own 
mode of transportation, nobody gets in without 
your consent and that includes people under the 
age of 36, in our case. 


For more information about any of these at- 
tractions, go to www.visitorlando.com. B 
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Nouveau Vegas 


By Andy Lien 

| recently went on a whirlwind trip to Las Vegas. It was all gay, all the time. We packed our nights with a number of gay bucket list items: 
Chelsea Handler at The Chelsea, The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas; the Chippendales at Rio Las Vegas; and the diva herself, Celine Dion, 
at The Colosseum, Caesars Palace. Or, you can do like we did, and mix your dining with your entertainment at Rose. Rabbit. Lie. at The 
Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas, where, whilst listening to the most delightful music, | was ruined forever because | will never taste such 
wonderful beef stroganoff as | did at that meal. Each day was spent exploring and learning about what is new in Las Vegas, as well as 
what's been renewed. Here's the short list for you to look into for your next Vegas experience, but for more of what's new and renewed 
in Las Vegas, visit the website of the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority at www.lasvegas.com. 


am 


Above: High Roller Experience at dusk; Below: High Roller Pod. Photos courtesy of Las Vegas News Bureau 


Opposite (top to bottom): ARIA - Jean Georges Steakhouse; ESPA at Vdara. Photos courtesy of City Center Land, LLC. 


EMBRACE THE ARIA EXPERIENCE 


Our schedules were booked solid, the lights on the Strip never dim, 
the din is always that of lively noise...but I couldn't tell from my cocoon of 
solitude, thanks to our accommodations at Vdara Hotel & Spa at ARIA 
Las Vegas. If you've never been to Las Vegas before, this complex will be 
just part of the busy environment of the Las Vegas Strip. But, if you're fa- 
miliar with the Strip, this might be a whole new development; one worth 
exploring. Snugly set near The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas and the Bel- 
lagio, I spent my spare moments in a suite at the boutique Vdara. With no 
gaming, no children, and no smoking, it was an oasis of calm. I luxuriated 
in the sleek surroundings and drank in the view of the Bellagio fountains, 
the Eiffel Tower, and the High Roller from the windows of my suite as I 
devoured my Short Ribs Eggs Benedict with French Press Coffee that 
room service delivered prior to my morning spa appointment at ESPA. 
The spa was other-worldly in its tranquility, my 80-minute personalized 
massage was the perfect answer to getting our biggest issue of the year to 
press before winging offto Vegas; my own wings needed some loosening. 
One note is that Га call ahead to discuss changing room accommodations 
for gender non-conforming individuals. We were split into areas for men 
and women, but you need to be comfortable if you're going to be able to 
relax...and I’m guessing ESPA can make that happen. 

Because of its relationship with ARIA Resort & Casino, Vdara 
guests enjoy a number of dining options. The in-suite room service 
was dreamy, there was a grab-and-go or dine-in Market Cafe Vdara in 
the lobby, and every morning saw a line-up at the Starbucks that even 
brought the poor Starbucks-less souls from the Bellagio to our Vdara in 
zombie-like droves. ARIA offers expanded fine dining in multiple restau- 
rants; our particular journey brought us to Sage for luscious craft cock- 
tails and to Jean Georges Steakhouse for a feast to end all feasts. Hav- 
ing been to the Jean Georges in Vancouver (and not being a huge fan of 
fish or seafood), this steakhouse was sensual bliss. We shared dishes and 
Iwas able to sample nearly anything my heart desired, the favorites were 
numerous: Waygu Beef Carpaccio with truffle oil and wrapped around 
Comte cheese; Baby Iceberg Salad with blue cheese and bacon; and As- 
pen Ridge Dry Aged Rib Eye with the sides of Creamed Corn and Black 
Truffle Mac & Cheese. The desserts didn't hurt my feelings, either. 


VISIT THE LINO 
Just off the Strip, behind the Tropicana, is The LINQ. Shops and res- 
taurants fill the needs (and wants) of any of the travelers. Sit down for 
a meal at Flour & Barley (the meatballs appetizer is so very tasty and 
the muffuletta sandwich was my drug of choice) and be sure to visit the 
Polaroid Fotobar where you can plug into your social media accounts 
and print photos and keepsakes from your trip or the life you're escap- 
ing from while in Vegas. I chose to print photos for a shadowbox of my 
favorite Lavender covers of this year, which I was able to walk out with 
after spending some time at the Polaroid museum portion of the complex. 
It was fast, easy, and oh-so-satisfying for this photophile. Then, without a 
doubt, the High Roller Experience will give you the breathtaking views 
of Las Vegas as you are perched atop the world's tallest observation 
wheel at 550 feet high. Go during the day or enjoy the view at dusk when 
all the lights are starting to glow against the scenery of the City of Sin. 
CONTINUED ON РАСЕ 34 ==} 
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Downtown Container Park. Photo by Emily Wilson/ 
Downtown Project; SlotZilla. Photos by David Tingey 


GO DOWNTOWN 


Away from the Strip is the Downtown area, 
with the brand new Downtown Container 
Park and the Fremont Experience. The 
Downtown Container Park is a family-friendly 
outdoor shopping, dining, and entertainment 
attraction. Made completely of shipping con- 
tainers stacked upon each other, this unique 
venue offers a variety of boutique shops and 
food outlets. I made sure to patronize the gay- 
owned Sweet Spot Candy Shop for some 
noshes after having lunch at Bin 702 where I 
reveled in the Avocado Wedge Salad (spinach, 
avocado wedges, spiced candied walnuts, and 
house-made honey mustard vinaigrette) and 
the Grilled Cheese (havarti on brioche). Deli- 
cious. After lunch, take time to meander over 
to the Fremont Street Experience (or do it all at 
night when everything's lit up). Try your luck 
at some of the casinos or by ziplining above it 
all on the new SlotZilla Experience. (Since I 
don't like leaving the ground, I got to hang out 
below and hold my travel companions' belong- 
ings while videotaping them as they flew above 
my head. I can attest to the fact that much fun 
was had...which you can be certain that I post- 
ed on Facebook.) 


GET YOUR VITAMIN D WITH 
FAMILY 


There are two prominent gay pool parties in 
Vegas, both with different vibes and different 
crowds, both with a bunch of scantily clad peo- 
ple getting their share of Vitamin D. Xposed! 
at The New Tropicana Las Vegas is set in a 
somewhat private pool area, keeping people 
close together and thumping along with the 
reverberating music. Cabanas can be rented 
and bottle service can be bought while watch- 
ing dancers on platforms gyrate above the 
pools, and seemed somewhat necessary for a 
little bit of reprieve from the party. At Tempta- 
tion Sundays at the Luxor Hotel & Casino, 
the vast pool area was populated by all sorts of 
swimmers and loungers; our party was just a 
fraction of the wide-open water fun. The atmo- 
sphere was a bit more relaxed, and more con- 
ducive to lounging in the pool and talking above 
the music, which is what most people preferred 
to do as the pool became standing-room-only as 
the afternoon progressed. Cabanas were more 
optional than not, since most everyone wanted 
to be out in the fun. B 


Temptation Sundays at the Luxor Hotel & Casino. Photos 
courtesy of MGM Resorts International 


OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | ON THE RECORD | BY ED HUYCK 


RÓYKSOPP AND ROBYN 
Do It Again 


This mini album may be a bit too cool for 
the summer. A sort of summit between 
Scandinavian pop artists (Róyksopp is 
from Norway, Robyn from Sweden), the 
cuts here merge Robyn's sterling pop sen- 
sibilities with the electronic pulse of the 
duo. The groove on the nearly 10-minute 
opener "Monument" takes its sweet time 
to get going, but offers plenty of rewards 
for the patient listener. The middle tracks, 
especially singles “Sayit” and “Do It 
Again," bring a bit more heat, but this is an 
album of chilly pulses rather than steamy 
dance-floor packers. That is showcased 
with the bookend, the moody “Inside the 
Idle Hour Club.” It’s the kind of record to 
put in during the after party, when search- 
ing for chill out space. 


BOB MOULD 
Beauty & Ruin 


Over the last few years, Bob Mould has 
been looking back—whether it is with his 
autobiography or the reissue of several 
seminal albums (come on, could we get 
some real work done on the Hüsker Dü 
catalogue?)—and that comes to a head 
in his latest raging album. The buzz saw 
guitars, driving tunes, and brutally hon- 
est lyrics are intact, with Mould taking 
a look at the decades of his life. Mould 
has never been shy about shining a light 
on his own flaws and troubles, and that 
comes out in the best way possible here. 
We get the brilliant raging pop of “I Don't 
Know You Anymore,” the slightly gentler 
music (if not lyrics) of “Forgiveness” to 
the sharp elder-statesmen punk of “Hey 
Mr. Gray." 


Hedwig and the Angry Inch 


Two decades on, and the story of Hedwig 
(the transgender East German aban- 
doned and jilted by love on every side) 
still packs a punch. This cast album, the 
third for the show, hews pretty close to 
the earlier ones (the spoof love theme 
from Hurt Locker: The Musical has been 
added; get your tickets now). It doesn't 
matter. Hedwig is a rock musical done 
right, and the latest actor to don the fake 
breasts, Neil Patrick Harris, adds a fresh 
sneer to the tunes here. The music melds 
punk and glam rock into a tasty stew, and 
both versions of "Wicked Little Town" 
still move me to tears. Since I can't afford 
to fly to New York, this will have to do. 


LANA DEL REY 
Ultraviolence 


While I'm still pretty skeptical about Del 
Rey's quick rise to fame on the back of 
Born to Die, which was, at best, a half- 
assed set of songs, Ultraviolence (sudden- 
ly, I see Malcolm McDowell in a bowler 
hat) does have signs of improvement. 
This time out, Del Rey takes more cues 
from the likes of Tori Amos, producing a 
set of songs that at least stick in the mind 
for more than a few minutes. She's aided 
by wunder-producer Dan Auerbach, who 
helps to give her music some of the spark 
missing from her earlier, sleepy hits. For 
example, the layers on the title cut helps 
let the song seep into the mind, where it 
can become quite affecting. It makes me 
willing to keep listening. Bl 
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BARS & CLUBS | BAR SHOWCASE | PHOTOS BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 
KI 


A Poem Cycle 


1. I'm not kinky. 

I'm not kinky. I’m not. 

I'm not kinky. Really, I'm not. 
I'm really not kinky. 

I'm not really kinky. 

I'm not that kinky. 

I'm not kinky like that. 

I don’t consider myself kinky. 


2. I'm not kinky, but sometimes I wonder. 

I'm not that kinky, but I enjoy a little slap and tickle sometimes. 

I'm not really kinky, but sometimes I just need to get beaten up a bit, you know? 
I'm not, like, kinky, but, you know, sometimes I sorta am. 

I'm not exactly kinky, but I maybe skirt the edges of it a bit. 

I'm not predominantly kinky, but sometimes I play on the margins a little. 

I'm not usually kinky, but there are times... 

I'm not completely kinky, but I’m kinky enough. 

I'm not totally kinky, but I'm mostly kinky. 

I'm not 100% kinky. Like, maybe, 75%? 


3. I'm not kinky, unless you call liking to get spanked kinky. 

I'm not kinky, other than having all these piercings. 

I'm not kinky, aside from my love of cross-dressing. 

Tm not kinky, except that I like to have my tits played with. Really hard. Does that count? 


4. I'm not really kinky, but whips and chains excite me. 

I'm not really kinky, but I get off on getting tied up. 

I'm not really kinky, but the thought of submission makes me hard. 
I'm not really kinky, but I could be for the right person. 

I'm not really kinky, but I could be for you. 


5. I might be kinky. Does worshipping boots make me kinky? 
I'm probably kinky. I like to flog people. 
I'm definitely kinky. All my slaves say so. 


6. Does this corset make me look kinky? 
Does this singletail make me look kinky? 
Does this fisting glove make me look kinky? 


7. Wow, you mean I'm kinky? 


8. I'm kinky, but you'd never know it. 
I'm kinky, but I don't look like it. 

I'm kinky, but I don't show it. 

I'm kinky, but I don't talk about it. 

I'm sort of kinky, but I don't act like it. 
I'm kind of kinky, but I don't do much about it. 
I'ma bit kinky. 

Ima little kinky. 

I'm somewhat kinky. 

Tm mostly kinky. 

Tm pretty much kinky. 

I'm really kinky. 

I'm totally kinky. 

I'm completely kinky. 

I'm 100% kinky. 

Iam so fucking kinky! 
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9. I’m so kinky that even my hair is kinky. 
Even my pubic hair is kinky. 
Even my spine is kinky. 


Iam kinkier than ten cat-o-nine-tails, 
a thousand floggers, 
a million singletails, 


I'm so kinky that there are no hankie code colors for what I'm into. 
They haven't been invented yet. 

Perhaps something like ultraviolet— 

Not visible to the naked eye. 


10. See him? I'm kinkier than him. 

See her? The one with the latex kitten suit? I’m kinkier than her. 
The guy with the leather and chains? 

The gal with the goth look? 

The guy with all the needles stuck in him? 

The gal in the vacuum frame? 

The guy who's tied up in a cage? 

The gal who looks like Bettie Page? 

I'm kinkier than any of them. 

I'm kinkier than all of them put together. 

I'm kinkier than every porn star and every politician combined. 
And that's pretty kinky. 


11. See that blonde with the violet wand? I'm kinkier than that. 
See that frail with the singletail? I'm kinkier than that. 

See that bear in his underwear? 

See that jock wearing just a sock? 

See that dude flexing in the nude? 

I'm kinkier than that. 


See that Jack with the marked-up back? I'm kinkier than that. 
See that Jane in the lock and chain? I'm kinkier than that. 
See that John getting pissed upon? 

See that Stu with the wild tattoo? 

See that Nick with the piercéd dick? 

I'm kinkier than that. 


See that Newt in the latex suit? I'm kinkier than that. 
See that Faye in the bustier? I'm kinkier than that. 
See that Norm in the uniform? 

See that pup getting all tied up? 

See that chick with the snap-on dick? 

I'm kinkier than that. 


12. I'm too kinky for my jeans 
Too kinky for my jock 

Too kinky for my boots 

Too kinky for my gloves 

Too kinky for my vest 

Too kinky for my hankies 

Too kinky for my harness 


But I’m not too kinky for you. 


13. You ask, just how kinky am I? 
How kinky am I? 

I don’t know. 

Are you ready to find out? 
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t LIVES | CHILDREN & FAMILY QUARTERLY | BY KATHLEEN WATSON | STUDIO: COMPLETE WEDDINGS + EVENTS | PHOTOGRAPHER: HEIDI M. GARRIDO OF HM PHOTOGRAPHY LLC 


Photos of the Porter family 
show a happy teen between two 
tall men with joyous eyes. The 
smiles of the three men are so 
heartfelt—and so natural—that 
one could assume the trio has 
been smiling together like this 
their whole lives. But this family 
is new; it was a little over a year 
ago when Leon, age 13, became 
the legal son of Dan Porter and 
Tony (McClay) Porter. In the win- 
ter of 2013, Dan (a Minnesota 
school social worker) and Tony 
(a stay-at-home dad and activist) 
joined the thousands of GLBT 
couples across the country 
who have made the rewarding 
decision to become adoptive 
parents. Now a complete family, 
Dan and Tony Porter experience 
the joy of parenthood every day, 
and Leon is blessed to have two 
loving fathers. 

Dan and Tony's love story 
begins in April of 2011, when 
the two connected through an 
online dating site. What was 
supposed to be a brief lunch 
date turned into the two talking 
for several hours. Tony adds, 
"We hit it off, and neither of 
us wanted to leave!" After a 
second date on Cinco de Mayo, 
Tony invited Dan to attend a 
family wedding in South Caroli- 
na for their third date. Once Dan 
met Tony's "awesome, loving, 
and very welcoming" family, the 
two knew that their connection 
was something special. 

As the couple shared their 


lives with each other, they real- 
ized that their love was meant to 
last a lifetime. On October 17th, 
2013, Dan surprised Tony with 
tickets he "won" to see Illusion 
Theater's Love and Marriage 
show. Though they had seen 
the show previously, that night's 
show was going to be a bit 
more special. Dan had secretly 
created a video for Tony that 
played right before intermission. 
The video (set to Bruno Mars's 
Marry You) showed photos of 
the couple through all their 
adventures, and set Dan up to 
ask for Tony's hand in marriage. 
Tony, however, was unaware 
and oblivious of what was hap- 
pening, and had to be told to 
pay attention. 

Tony recalls, "It's funny how 
oblivious | was to what was hap- 
pening. | remember thinking, ‘I 
don’t remember this song in the 
first show.’ | still didn't get it... 
but when it clicked, it was amaz- 
ing, and l'Il never forget it." 

Dan says, "Tony didn't even 
get that | had planned this until 
the very end!" Finally, when Dan 
got on bended knee in front of a 
thrilled audience, Tony figured it 
out and said yes. Their son Leon 
then appeared on stage for a 
special toast, and the couple en- 
joyed celebratory champagne. 

The couple recently tied the 
knot on August 2 at the White 
Bear Unitarian Universalist 
Church, surrounded by over 
200 family and friends from 


across the country and around 
the world. The men chose to 
have their wedding at their 
church because of how sup- 
portive the congregation is of 
marriage equality. Dan and Tony 
exchanged vows and rings, and 
headed off to a reception at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Minnetonka 
to celebrate their marriage. Dan 
says, "We really felt welcome 
and at home, and everything 
went off without a hitch. It was a 
perfect day." 


CREATING A FAMILY 
THROUGH ADOPTION 


Although Dan and Tony were 
just recently wed, they knew 
long before that they wanted 
to have a family together. The 
couple began family planning 
in 2013. Dan says, “I’ve always 
wanted to have kids. It's my 
passion." Based on Dan's work 
with children in schools, they 
decided that they would make 
the biggest impact by adopting 
children from the foster system. 

Tony states, "Though we 
did look at different options, 
we knew that we didn't need 
to have a biological connection 
to our child. There are usually 
over 300 children waiting to be 
placed in homes in Minnesota 
alone." Dan's experiences with 
the social system made him 
aware of the need for parents 
who are willing to adopt an 
older child. Tony adds, "It was 


important to us to give a home 
to a child that might be over- 
looked." 

Dan and Tony began the 
adoption process by attending 
a two-day information session 
for potential adoptive families. 
After receiving much of the 
information they needed, they 
decided to continue through 
the adoption process. Dan 
researched adoption agencies 
known for their work with GLBT 
families, and the couple chose 
to use Children's Home Society 
and Family Services in St. Paul. 
(CHSFS recently merged with 
Lutheran Social Services to 
better serve their children and 
families.) 

The process began with a 
home study, where a social 
worker evaluated the environ- 
ment Dan and Tony could 
provide for a child. With a social 
worker designated to work with 
the family and an additional 
social worker set to advocate for 
the child, these home studies 
are used to create child and 
parent profiles to match children 
with suitable potential families. 
Then the matching process 
began, where Dan and Tony 
perused child profiles to find 
a child that would fit well with 
their family. Though the couple 
initially intended to adopt a set 
of siblings, they couldn't ignore 
their feelings when the profile 
of young Leon was placed 
before them. Leon was an older 
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child with special needs who 
had been in the system for two 
years. Tony says, "We fell in 
love with him immediately. We 
knew this is our child." 

After determining that Leon 
would be a perfect fit for their 
family, Leon moved in on June 
3, 2013. Leon's adoption was 
finalized on December 13, 2013, 
with both parents being able to 
legally adopt Leon at the same 
time (Minnesota is one of the 
few states that allows legal 
two-parent adoption). When 
their family was complete, Dan 
and Tony were amazed at how 
quickly and effortlessly the pro- 
cess went. Through their whole 
experience, Dan notes that they 
were never met with any bias 
due to their sexuality, nor were 
there any hurdles they had to 
jump as a same-sex couple 
going through the adoption 
process. 

In addition to the ease 
of completing the adoption 
process, Dan and Tony were 
blessed that Leon transitioned 
smoothly into their family; it 
was like he was meant to be 
their son. Tony says, "He came 
in with no fear, he was so open 
and loving." Dan notes that 
Leon's social worker prepared 
Leon for having two fathers 
by showing him a video about 
different types of families. Leon 
wasn't fazed by the possibility 
of having two dads. Dan adds, 


^He didn't care; he just wanted a 
family no matter what." It seems 
that young Leon was matched 
perfectly with Dan and Tony. 
Not only does Leon have an 
"amazing, fun personality that 
matches" his fathers', but there 
is a strong physical resemblance 
between Leon and his fathers. 
Dan notes, "Everyone thinks 
we look biological, that he's not 
even adopted!" 

The Porter family also 
received special recognition in 
2013, when they were profiled 
by the Adoptive Family Portrait 
Project, a project created by 
Voices for Adoption to raise 
awareness of adoptive issues 
across the country. The 2013 
Adoptive Family Portrait Project 
focused on older adoptive chil- 
dren and children with special 
needs, profiling one family 
from each state. The Porters 
shared their story, which was 
included in a pamphlet that was 
distributed to all the Senators 
in Washington, D.C., includ- 
ing Al Franken. Dan notes that 
Franken has their photo hanging 
up in his office, and Minnesotan 
friends who visit Franken's of- 
fice are thrilled to see the Porter 
family profile there. 

Dan and Tony encourage 
other same-sex couples to 
consider adoption when start- 
ing a family, noting the severe 
need for families in Minnesota 
alone. Tony's work as a vol- 
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unteer guardian ad litem (a 
court-appointed advocate who 
represents the best interest of a 
child in court proceedings) has 
given him the opportunity to see 
how children can “quickly fall 
through the cracks” of the foster 
system. Tony notes, “There are 
so many children that need the 
love...If you're thinking about 
adoption, just do it. It’s such a 
rewarding experience.” 

Dan adds that he believes 
there is a unique connection be- 
tween GLBT people and children 
in the system. “There’s a neat 
connection between GLBT com- 
munities and adoption because 
many GLBT people do not have 
supportive families and all the 
kids in the system didn’t receive 
the support they needed from 
their families.” He adds that, 
due to their own family experi- 
ences, many GLBT parents can 
look at situations differently 
and recognize what their child 
needs. In addition to helping 
children, Dan says that adopt- 
ing a child has enriched their 
lives by making them feel like 
a complete family. "This whole 
process has solidified and made 
our bond [as a couplel richer 
and more meaningful." 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


As fathers of an older child, 
Dan and Tony utilized their 
experiences within the school 


system and social services to 
help Leon adjust into school life. 
Because of Leon's special needs, 
Tony became a stay-at-home 
father to help ensure normalcy 
and structure in Leon's daily 
routine. But Tony does far more 
than many stay-at-home dads; 
in addition to volunteering as a 
guardian ad litem, Tony joined 
the school PTA and volunteers 
his time weekly within the 
school system. This involve- 
ment has allowed Tony to meet 
Leon's classmates and "normal- 
ize" their family situation. Tony 
states that the school system 
has been overwhelmingly sup- 
portive, right down to the par- 
ents of other students who have 
welcomed the Porter family with 
open arms. 

Dan and Tony believe their 
positive experiences are due to 
the fact that they make an effort 
to be extremely visible. Dan's 
job as a school social worker 
allowed him to be familiar with 
most people in the district, and 
he was able to utilize those 
resources to create a support 
network for their family. Dan 
suggests that parents who are 
unfamiliar with a school system 
become acquainted with teach- 
ers and administration so any 
questions or concerns that arise 
may be answered quickly. Tony 
adds that volunteering or at- 
tending school functions allows 
you to "be seen, be present, and 
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be involved. It helps both the students and 
the parents." 

In addition to getting involved in the 
school, the Porters networked with other 
GLBT families at events organized by the 
Family Equality Council. The FEC provides 
many resources for GLBT families, along 
with social opportunities for families of all 
kinds. One particular event that the Porters 
really enjoy is the FEC Family Camp, a four- 
day event that focuses on GLBT families. 
There, Dan and Tony networked with other 
parents, Leon did activities with youth from 
GLBT families, and (most importantly) they 
celebrated their family and what makes 
them special. Dan and Tony suggest the 
camp for all GLBT families, and they intend 
to continue attending for the next couple of 
years. 

But Dan and Tony don't stop there when 
it comes to advocating for GLBT families 
and improving the school environment for 
all children. Dan and Tony recently both 
applied and were accepted to sit on the 
newly-formed School Safety Technical As- 
sistance Council for the Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Education. This council's goal is to 
assist schools with the implementation of 
the new Safe and Supportive Minnesota 
Schools Law, which transformed Minne- 
sota's anti-bullying laws from the weakest in 
the country to the strongest. The bill clearly 
defines bullying and sets expectations for 
responses and consequences in any bully- 
ing situation. 

Dan notes that the council will focus on 
the education and development of pro- 
grams that assist schools and families, and 
they will also observe trends and issues 
that commonly occur within the schools. He 
adds that the "council will create materials 
that will support schools and make schools 
safer for everyone." Though Dan and Tony 
have only dealt with one bullying situation 
since Leon has been adopted, they under- 
stand that children from GLBT families can 
easily become targets for bullying. They 
hope their work on the council will protect 
GLBT students as well as any other stu- 
dents, making schools a more welcoming 
place for all. 

What's next for the Porter family? After 
the busy school year ahead, Dan and Tony 
plan to take their honeymoon. And their 
cozy family might get a bit larger: their 
positive experience with Leon's adoption 
(not to mention the joy of being parents) 
has encouraged Dan and Tony to consider 
adopting additional children, allowing Leon 
to have the opportunity of being a wonder- 
ful big brother. But best of all, the Porters 
get to look forward to sharing each day 
with each other, surrounded by the love of 
a family. 


ADVICE FROM 
DAN & TONY 


Here are a few tips and ways that have 
helped our family in working with schools 
and ways to support our children: 

Be as visible and involved as possible 
and/or as much as your son or daughter 
asks you to be. Our son asked us to volun- 
teer at school events. We attend everything 
(even if only one of us can make it). It's a 
great way to meet parents and students that 
are in classes with our son, and it creates 
opportunity for dialogue. 

Attend all school functions: concerts 
(our son is in choir), volunteer on the PTA, 
introduce yourself to teachers, attend back 
to school nights 

We made sure that the principal and 
his teachers knew he has gay dads, and we 
were available to support the school. We 
also wanted to be involved in helping in any 
way we could. 

Be proactive and tell them how you 
would like them to address and respond to 
other childrens' questions about your family. 

It'S ok to help teachers with language 
that describes our families; school staff are 
amazing, but we can't expect them to know 
everything. They will more then likely be 
overjoyed you made the effort; what a great 
way to support each other. 

Talk to your kids: it's an ongoing process 
(daily check-ins on highs and lows). They 
will tell you the pressing issues they face 
and the topics that are on their minds. Help 
them solve problems and come up with so- 
lutions. But be realistic—children will tease. 
What is important is how it was handled, 
and how it can be handled next time. 

Build resilience in your kids. Help them 
feel proud of who they are and appreciate 
differences in how all families are. Remind 
them that diversity helps us all, and no two 
families are alike. 

Help your child find adults at school they 
can talk with. Ask your school who those 
adults might be. Then go and talk to them 
and let them know who you are, who your 
child is, and align with them. 

Start school routines early (meals, 
bedtime, wake-up) to help your child adjust 
back into routines. 

Work to build a support network. The 
Family Equality Council is an organization 
through which we have found some GLBT 
parents with kids and families like ours. It 
also has some tips for back to school: 
www.familyequality.org/news _те- 
dia/2012/08/22/1389/family equality council . 
releases back-to-safe-schools tool kit 
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Children & Family 


RAINBOW RESOURCES: 
BACK TO SCHOOL 


GLBT-FRIENDLY 
BACK TO SCHOOL 
SHOPPING GUIDE 


As the school year draws near- 
er, retailers will stop at nothing 
to attract back-to-school shop- 
pers. With all of the options, it 
can be hard to decipher which 
retailers deserve to be support- 
ed with a parent or guardian's 
spending power; factoring in 
which stores and brands are 
GLBT-friendly is an even more 
daunting task. 

Of the major retailers, shop- 
pers will be happy to know 
that many have a 100-percent 
score from the Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC). According to 
HRC, "a record 252 businesses 
nationwide achieved a perfect 
score of 100 percent and 2013 
saw the largest growth in the 
survey's history with 54 new 
businesses participating." 

Despite the growing number 
of companies with GLBT-friend- 
ly policies, there are many that 
either actively discriminate 
against GLBT-identified people 
or haven't filled out the HRC 
Corporate Equality Index (CEI) 
survey. The 2014 HRC Buying 
for Workplace Equality Guide 
(a concentrated version of the 
CEI survey) is divided into three 
categories: green, yellow, and 
red. Companies on the green 
list are the most inclusive with 
scores between 80 and 100 
percent. Yellow companies 
are in the middle with scores 
between 46 and 79 percent and 
red companies have workplace 
equality scores between 0 and 
45 percent. 

According to HRC, "the 
businesses/brands that have 
not responded to the survey 
despite repeated attempts have 
been provided with an unof- 


ficial, estimated score based on 
publicly available information 
that has been collected." Coinci- 
dentally, all of those businesses 
fall within the red category. 

The criteria that HRC uses 
to rate each company include 
(among other things): employ- 
ment benefits; equivalent 
spousal and partner medical 
benefits; transgender-inclusive 
health insurance coverage; 
organizational GLBT compe- 
tency; competency training, 
resources, or accountability 
measures; and GLBT-specific 
efforts including recruiting, 
supplier diversity, marketing 
or advertising, philanthropy, or 
public support for GLBT equal- 
ity under the law. 

So where should parents 
and guardians who want to 
support GLBT-friendly estab- 
lishments shop for their kids" 
new backpacks, lunch bags, 
school supplies, clothes, and 
shoes? 

The retail establishments 
that achieved a 100-percent 
score include Nordstrom, 
Kmart/Sears/Lands End, Best 
Buy, Gap/Old Navy/Banana 
Republic, Nike, Levi-Strauss, 
Limited Brands (Bath and Body 
Works, Victoria's Secret, and 
others), Apple, Office Depot, 
Staples, Barnes & Noble, 
American Eagle, and Target. 

Other retail outlets that fell 
within the green category in- 
clude stores that received a 95 
percent, such as JCPenney and 
Intel. Retail stores that received 
a 90 percent include Macys/ 
Bloomingdales, Costco, Office 
Max, and Amazon.com. 

A number of retail stores 
fell within the yellow category. 
The stores that received a 70 
percent score include Over- 
stock.com and the Jones Group 
(Anne Klein, Gloria Vanderbilt, 
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Nine West and others). L.L. 
Bean earned 65 percent while 
Brown Shoe (Famous Footwear, 
Naturalizer, Dr. Scholl's, and 
others) received 60 percent. 

Only a few retail stores (with 
the exception of the companies 
that didn't fill out the survey) 
had scores in the red category, 
including Ikea. 

Many retail stores that 
haven't filled out the survey 
have estimated scores between 
30 and 0 percent. These stores 
include Bed Bath & Beyond, 
Radio Shack, Trader Joe's, J. 
Crew, Kohl's, Michaels, Urban 
Outfitters, Adidas, Burberry, 
Collective Brands (Keds, Pay- 
less, Saucony and others), Foot 
Locker, Nieman Marcus, Guess, 
VF (JanSport, Nautica, The 
North Face, Timberland, Vans 
and others), Fossil, Giorgio Ar- 
mani, Dolce & Gabbana, Gucci, 
and Versace. 

Download a copy of the 
Buyer's Guide, get the smart- 
phone app, and more at www. 
hrc.org/apps/buyersguide. 


GLSEN SAFE SPACE KIT 


GLSEN (the Gay, Lesbian, 
and Straight Education Net- 
work) is the leading national 
education organization focused 
on ensuring safe schools for 
all students. Established in 
1990, GLSEN works to create 
a world in which every child 
learns to respect and accept all 
people, regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity/ 
expression. Through their work, 
GLSEN seeks to develop school 
climates where difference is 
valued for the positive contribu- 
tion it makes to creating a more 
vibrant and diverse community. 

The organization launched 
the Safe Space Campaign to 


place a Safe Space Kit in every 
middle and high school in the 
country and, between 2010 and 
2013, they did just that. 

The Safe Space Kit pro- 
vides a program for action that 
school staff can take to create 
a positive learning environ- 
ment for every student. Each kit 
contains: 

* Guide to Being an Ally to 
GLBT Students that gives 
concrete strategies for 
supporting GLBT students, 
including how to educate 
about anti-GLBT bias and 
teaching respect for all 
people. 

* 10 Safe Space stickers 

* Safe Space poster 
The kit also shows how to 

assess the school's climate, 
policies and practices, and 
outlines ways to advocate for 
change inside the school. 

GLSEN says that the Safe 
Space Kit starts with a sticker. 
Placing a Safe Space sticker 
on an office door or window 
is a simple—but highly vis- 
ible—first step that shows an 
adult's unwavering support 
for a student's safety. The kit 
also contains a poster that can 
be displayed throughout the 
school or on an office door to 
show support to GLBT students 
and let students know where 
their allies are should events of 
bullying occur. 

However, sending one Safe 
Space Kit to every school is just 
the beginning for GLSEN. The 
work continues with supporting 
educators and GLBT students 
alike to make sure that every 
school is a safe and respect- 
ful place where students can 
thrive. Help make schools safer 
by purchasing a Safe Space 
Kit ($15) for yourself or an 
educator you know at www. 
safespace.glsen.org. 


GLBT SCHOLARSHIPS 


It only takes a Google search to 
turn up scholarships for GLBT- 
identified students or research 
areas. The six listed below 

offer a starting point for those 
seeking financial assistance to 
further their education. They 
range from general to incredibly 
specific, just to show the variety 
in scholarships available and 
just how tailored they can be. 


Point Foundation 
www.pointfoundation.org 
Perhaps the largest source for 
GLBT scholarships is the Point 
Foundation. Point offers mentor- 
ship, leadership development 
and community service training 
to GLBTO students. The Point 
Foundation provides not only 
money for tuition, books, and 
room and board, but also has 

a leadership program to help 
GLBT scholars succeed. From 


HUMAN 
RIGHTS 


CAS 


their website: "We pay particular 
attention to those students who 
have lost the financial and social 
support of their families and/ 

or communities as a result of 
revealing their sexual orienta- 
tion or gender identity.” Point 
Foundation awarded its first 
eight scholarships in 2002 and 
has since invested more than 
$15 million in the programmatic 
support of its scholars. The 
amount of Point's annual schol- 
arship support, which includes 
direct financial and program- 
matic assistance, averages 
$25,000 per scholar each year. 


League Foundation at AT&T 
LGBT Scholarship 
www.leaguefoundation.org 
League Foundation at AT&T 
Scholarships are available to 
lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans- 
gender U.S. high school seniors 
who have demonstrated: a 
cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 


- Thisiisjaisafe and inclusive 

*Spacelfomlesbiam4g9aU, . 

| bisexuialfanditramsgender 
· studemts'anditneir allies. - 


All students dese 


Yet, according to GLSEN's NOCIA 
* Gout of 10 LGBT youth 


scale, significant involvement in 
community service, and accep- 
tance to an accredited U.S. col- 
lege or university. League offers 
$1500 scholarships and several 
special $2500 scholarships in 
honor of Matthew Shepard and 
Laurel Hester. 


LGBT Journalism 
Scholarship 
www.nlgja.org/students 

The National Gay and Les- 

bian Journalists Association 
has several scholarships and 
internships for GLBT journalism 
students. 


Malyon-Smith 

Scholarship Award for Grad- 
uate Psychology Students 
www.apadivision44.org/hon- 
ors/malyon-smith.php 

For graduate students studying 
psychology the Maylon-Smith 
scholarship annually awards up 
to $1000 graduate students in 


psychology to advance research 
in the psychology of sexual ori- 
entation and gender identity. 


National Gay Pilot's 
Association Scholarship 
wwWw.ngpa.org 

Planning on learning to fly? The 
National Gay Pilot's Associa- 
tion wants to help. Applicants 
must be pursuing a career as 
a professional pilot and must 
demonstrate that they make 
a contribution to the gay and 
lesbian community. 


NWSA Lesbian Caucus 
Award 

WWW.nwsa.org 

If you are pursuing a career in 
social work and are interested in 
studying lesbians, the National 
Association of Social Workers 
Lesbian Caucus Award can set 
you up with a $500 research 
award to continue your work. E 
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Children & Famil 


SAFE SCHOOLS: 


QUESTIONS 


UNANSWERED 


Amongst great excitement over the passing of Minnesota's 
more strict anti-bullying legislation this spring, there was also 
great concern that much was left up to individual school districts. 
Once the excitement faded away, questions remained to be asked 
regarding the logistics of this new legislation. Yes, the bill-turned- 
law gave a more comprehensive definition of bullying, but what 
did the new law actually do to combat bullying in Minnesota's 
schools? 

As mentioned, the new legislation provides a comprehensive 
definition of bullying, including cyberbullying, which has be- 
come a significant issue for students as mobile technology has 
become increasingly available to them. All public districts and 
charter schools are also directed to adopt local policies to prevent 
and prohibit school bullying, including the designation of a staff 
member at each school to monitor and investigate reports of bul- 
lying behavior. The new law also created a School Safety Techni- 
cal Assistance Center at the Minnesota Department of Education 
to help schools with training for teachers and staff, gather data 
on bullying in Minnesota schools, review best practices, and help 
school districts develop and implement anti-bullying policies at the 
local level. 

Even with all of these new structures thanks to the law, it still 
seems that a lot of the work is left to the local level of authority. 
What kind of support is coming from the state to ensure that bully- 
ing is actually policed? 

According to Josh Collins, the Director of Communications for 
the Minnesota Department of Education, there are several kinds 
of support that the state will provide. He notes that the legislation 
directed the department to create a model policy to advise local 
school districts and charter schools in implementing the different 
components of the act. Local school districts and charter schools 
may choose to adopt this model policy or develop their own policy 
as long as it meets the criteria specified in the legislation (includ- 
ing plans for the response to bullying, staff education, and the 
investigation of bullying reports). 

Collins goes on to report that the department will continue (and 
expand) training to schools in "restorative practices," which are 
tools to resolving the harm caused by bullying for the student who 
is harmed, as well as the student who causes the harm. He also 
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says that the School Safety Technical Assistance Council is made 
up of students, parents, teachers, principals, judges, and officials 
involved in education, law enforcement, human rights, human ser- 
vices and corrections. "The council is tasked with providing leader- 
ship on multiple fronts," he says. "Including the establishment of 
norms and standards for prevention, intervention, and support for 
bullying prevention strategies, the advancement of evidence-based 
best practices, and various other activities." 

But with districts having the option of adapting the state's 
example policy or creating their own, how are the districts going 
to take the language of the legislation and turn it into action in the 
schools? Collins says that the state will provide districts with sup- 
port as they implement these policies and work with staff, parents, 
and students to understand the serious effects of bullying, and 
create a culture of safety and support. 

Even with this support from the state, it still leaves a lot of the 
legwork to the individual districts. Who is in charge of overseeing 
that steps are actually being taken to prevent bullying in schools? 
The fact of the matter is, Minnesota is a local control state, mean- 
ing that local school boards are ultimately responsible for ensuring 
that state and federal laws are being followed. 

“The department does provide oversight and compliance in a 
number of areas with districts. How that will apply to this legis- 
lation will be further developed with guidance from the School 
Safety Technical Assistance Council," Collins says. "The depart- 
ment will be collecting every district's anti-bullying policies as 
well as assurances from all districts that they are enforcing local 
policies that meet statutory requirements. Further guidance on 
measurement [of enforcement] will be developed in conjunction 
with the School Safety Technical Assistance Council." 

With the council not meeting until September, it is unlikely that 
these gaps in the legislation will be resolved in time for the new 
school year. Questions will likely remain unanswered, at least for 
the time being, as the council gets up and running. However, with 
the 2014-2015 school year beginning, a lot of the groundwork has 
already been done and set the stage for the council to add finish- 
ing touches while school districts and charter schools across the 
state transition into meeting the new qualifications laid out under 
the legislation. B 
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OUR LIVES | CHILDREN & FAMILY QUARTERLY | HOMELESSNESS | BY SHANE LUECK 


ЈАВЕ 


In a rare suburban venture 
aimed at tackling a growing 
statewide problem, city of- 
ficials, churches, civic groups 
and others are working to- 
gether in Brooklyn Park to open 
a shelter for homeless teens. 
The facility will be the first 
suburban youth shelter with 
emergency beds, as well as 
the more common transitional 
housing. 

Funding for the project 
mostly came from the city 
of Brooklyn Park itself. This 
spring, the Brooklyn Park Eco- 
nomic Development Authority 
board unanimously approved 
using up to $800,000 in excess 
tax-increment funds to build or 
convert a quadplex into a 12- 
bed shelter. Brooklyn Park has 
an agreement with Avenues for 
Homeless Youth, a nonprofit 
agency that runs a shelter in 
north Minneapolis, to operate 
the new shelter, said Deb Loon, 


* Ly 


ts 


“UGE. FOR 


ELESS: YOUTH 


executive director. She said 
Avenues has won a $152,000 
Homeless Youth Act state grant 
and has secured $55,000 in 
other donations for first-year 
operating costs. 

Minnesota has 120 emer- 
gency shelter beds (nearly all in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul) and 
about 600 beds for transitional 
housing with longer term, sup- 
portive services for homeless 
youth, but that is nowhere near 
enough. The most recent state- 
wide homeless count, by the 
Wilder Foundation in October 
2012, found 1,151 unaccom- 
panied minors ages 18 to 21 
who were homeless, about 30 
percent more than in 2006. Of 
those, 674 were in the metro 
area. The conservative count 
includes only those found in 
shelters and elsewhere, but 
officials believe many others 
go undetected. Wilder reported 
that 25 percent of the youth 
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said they had been turned away 
by a full shelter in the previous 
three months. 

Avenues for Homeless 
Youth operates five housing 
programs for homeless youth. 
The Brooklyn Park shelter and 
transitional housing program, 
aptly called Brooklyn Avenues, 
broke ground on August 14, 
set to open its doors in early 
2015. The space will be leased 
to Avenues for Homeless Youth 
for $1 per year to operate the 
program. 

Brooklyn Avenues will be 
a large home in Brooklyn Park 
where 12 young people from 
the northwest suburbs who are 
experiencing homelessness will 
be able to live and access the 
intensive supports they need to 
move onto stable living. "Like 
our Minneapolis program, the 
youth will be ages 16 through 
20; the building is designed to 
look and feel like a large home 


(5,000 square feet)," Loon 

says. "It will have 12 small, 
individual bedrooms each with 
a twin bed, small desk, and 
closet, as well as a commercial 
kitchen, living room, dining 
room, youth computer lab, staff 
offices, counseling room, and 
multi-purpose room for group 
activities." 

The new building will allow 
Avenues to meet its goal of 
getting homeless youth off the 
streets and out of harm's way, 
but enable them to stay within 
or close to their home com- 
munity. Brooklyn Avenues will 
provide homeless youth a safe 
and home-like place to stabilize, 
address their crisis needs, be- 
gin healing from their trauma, 
build trusting relationships, and 
start addressing their long-term 
goals. 

But with such drastic 
statistics regarding the mass 
numbers of homeless youth, 


why would the new facility only 
accommodate 12 beds? There 
are several reasons for sizing 
the program this way. Per- 

haps the most realistic reason 

is budgetary. Staffing needs 
increase as the bed numbers 
increase and it would also 
require a larger facility. With an 
operating budget estimated at 
$600,000 as it is, a larger facility 
is an unreasonable expectation. 
Instead, Loon says, "We would 
like to see other suburban com- 
munities follow Brooklyn Park's 
lead and enter into partnership 
with Avenues or other homeless 
youth-serving agencies to create 
similar programs for homeless 
youth from their area, so those 
young people also can find 
support within or very near their 
home communities." 

The youth are referred to 
Avenues by school counsel- 
ors, police, street and school 
outreach workers, and numer- 
ous other nonprofit and public 
partners, including faith-based 
organizations. With an average 
length of stay expected to range 
around four months (but could 
be up to 18 months, if needed), 
their stay at Brooklyn Avenues 
is intended to be short-term or 
transitional, but Loon says her 
team's commitment to them for 
continued support is long-term. 
The program is designed to be 
unique to each young person's 
needs and circumstances, so the 
stay will range from very short 
to over a year. 

“When a youth moves out of 
the program, our case manage- 
ment team stays with them, to 
the degree they need and want 
continued support," Loon says. 
“We also work very hard to con- 
nect youth with other resources 
and adults in their community, 
so they have a circle of support 
to guide them as they move into 
adulthood." 

When youth arrive at 
Avenues, the first priority is to 
allow them to settle in, stabilize, 
and begin to build a trusting 
relationship with staff and 
volunteers. First, all basic needs 
are met, so they no longer 
need to worry about food and 
shelter. They will have access to 


a personal bedroom and shared 
bathroom, three meals per day, 
personal hygiene supplies, 
laundry facilities, clothing, and 
transportation assistance. 

As Avenues staff identifies 
the youths' crisis needs, they 
will strive to be met through 
the professional staff and con- 
nections with partners. These 
include addressing physical and 
mental health as well as legal 
issues (including connecting 
youth for help with immigration 
issues). Once these needs are 
met and youth feel stable and 
can start looking forward, they 
will have access to a full-range 
of supportive services to guide 
them through setting and pursu- 
ing goals for their futures. The 
program includes case man- 
agement, family counseling, 
education support, employment 
and job training support, and 
independent living skills training 
and practice. 

Although the new space 
won't be specific to GLBT home- 
less youth, Avenues also offers 
a GLBT Host Home Program, 
supporting GLBT homeless 
youth in supportive, volun- 
teer homes throughout the 
Twin Cities area. Described as 
"outside the system," the GLBT 
program is truly community- 
based and volunteer-driven. 
“All participants—youth and 
hosts—come to the programs 
on a volunteer basis; youth are 
never 'placed' and hosts are 
not compensated," Loon says. 
“Hosts go through a rigorous 
screening and training process 
and youth are referred by folks 
who know them well. But the 
process of matching youth and 
hosts is actually youth-driven; it 
is the young person who reads 
the prospective hosts files and 
decides who they would like to 
meet." 

The host home program 
recognizes that young people, 
especially GLBT youth of color, 
experience systemic barriers 
as they live their lives. Many 
of them have had mainstream 
systems experience that has not 
served them well in their lives. 
The host home programs are 
intentionally designed to give 


youth the opportunity (often, 

for the first time in their lives) to 
determine their future, but to do 
so in a supportive environment. 

Loon says, "The wise people 
who created our host home 
model visualized a program that 
helped the community take care 
of and provide non-paternalistic 
support to its young people, as 
opposed to social services agen- 
cies deciding a course of action 
for young people." 

In addition to the unique fea- 
ture of allowing youth to choose 
their own destinies, Avenues' 
three host home programs are 
100 percent supported by the 
community and do not seek 
government funding. "These 
are very efficient programs, 
given the contribution of home 
and food the hosts provide on 
a volunteer basis," Loon says. 
“Each program has a manager 
who does community outreach, 
host recruitment, training and 
support, and coordination with 
the youths' case managers." 

So, why have a program 
unique to GLBT youth? The 
GLBT Host Home Program was 
created at a time when youth 
shelters and housing programs 
recognized they were failing 
to provide competent support 
to queer youth, who made 
up a large percentage of the 
homeless youth population. 
According to Loon, this was 
driven mostly by their GLBTO 
staff with help from community 
advocates. However, GLBT-run 
organizations at the time did not 
have the infrastructure to create 
shelter or housing programs, so 
the community decided it made 
more sense to have a homeless 
youth organization develop a 
GLBTO-specific program. 

Homeless youth programs 
today are better at providing 
culturally competent support for 
GLBT homeless youth. But the 
GLBT Host Home Program still 
has an important place in the 
community. They also have the 
opportunity to find support out- 
side of licensed programs and 
systems that may have failed 
them historically. For the youth 
who participate in the program, 
they experience living in a home 


with caring adults who accept 
them fully for who they are and 
share their resources without 
expectations. 

The reality is that GLBT 
youth homelessness is about 
half due to family conflict that 
grows out of lack of support 
around sexual orientation and 
gender expression/identity 
(commonly called "family rejec- 
tion") and half due to the many 
reasons all youth face home- 
lessness: poverty, family crisis, 
mental illness, abuse, and more. 

"Every youth's story is 
unique, which is why we need a 
myriad of programs and oppor- 
tunities that are youth-centered 
in the community," Loon says. 
“The majority of GLBTO youth 
experiencing homelessness are 
youth of color, mostly African- 
American, so issues related to 
racial and economic disparities 
are at the core of their home- 
lessness. We would like to 
have more hosts of color in the 
program." 

For Loon, who originally 
joined Avenues as a consultant 
and interim executive director, 
she found her passion. Loon 
planned on staying 9-12 months. 
"About three years into my 'in- 
terim' status, | finally admitted 
| was staying," she says. “It is 
such a privilege to watch young 
people move from fear and 
survival, to regaining their smile 
and sense of self-worth, and 
then to moving on to achieving 
their goals. These young people 
are incredible, in spite of what 
they have experienced and 
faced. They are resilient, strong, 
wise beyond belief, and funny. 
| love watching their personali- 
ties emerge while they live with 
us. And these youth are able to 
move forward with what really 
amounts to very little support. 
They have tremendous potential 
that we, as a community, cannot 
afford to squander." 

To discover the various 
opportunities presented by 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
or to get involved, go to www. 
avenuesforyouth.org. Ш 
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BY NELL GELHAUS 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


> 
-— 
ce 
ш 
i— 
се 
« 
= 
О 
2 
z 
< 
LL. 
од 
Z 
ш 
ce 
а 
= 
E 
O 
N 
ш 
= 
= 


MS RS 
INCLUD 
By Shelly Boyom-Breen 
Ilostrated by marieka Hein 


len 


pz ЕЛУ bovis брега 


ee ) 


скокес ar the 
а Rink 


By Shelly Boyom-Breen 
КЕ, by marieka нејмел 


INCLUDED | 
aia => 


ty 


NS 


Shelly Бед 


the sports Queen 


Shelly Bean the Sports Queen 


In 1993, Shelly Boyum-Breen was my role 
model. She was “Coach Shelly” to me then. 
Mom and Dad had sent me to St. Ben’s for 
Blazer Basketball Camp with a couple hun- 
dred other middle school girls, in my middle 
school memory at least, and I had never been 
more nervous. I was living away from home 
for a week. And each day was devoted to bas- 
ketball, a sport I desperately wanted to be 
good at, but despite my tomboyish demeanor, 
I was just pathetically average. Still, I hung on 
every word the camp coaches and counselors 
said, none more so than Coach Shelly. 

I was in awe the moment I saw her. Imme- 
diately, she was “who I wanted to be when I 
grew up.” Tall, short-spiky brown hair, crack- 
ing jokes, twinkle in the eye, big smile. From 
what I could tell, Shelly was a GREAT basket- 
ball player and all the other campers were just 
as enamored as I. Some of the pictures I still 
have from camp show: 1.) campers hanging 


all over Coach Shelly during “movie night;” 
2.) Shelly grinning in the doorway of the dorm 
room I shared with three other over-eager 
middle school girls; and 3.) me, sweaty—hor- 
rible permed bowl cut and all—smiling idioti- 
cally with a giant mouth-guard still in, standing 
next to another camp counselor. 

I don’t remember much more about that 
basketball camp, but I always remembered 
Shelly. Which is why, two years ago, when I 
saw her walking down the streets of Minne- 
apolis (both of us on our way to a Lynx game), 
I had a serious case of small-world syndrome 
and recognized her immediately, twenty years 
later. As is the norm when you run into old 
acquaintances, we became Facebook friends, 
and I noticed she was writing a children’s book 
series. And not just any book series, but that of 
а rough-and-tumble little girl who loves sports. 
After a successful Kickstarter campaign, the 
Shelly Bean the Sports Queen series (illustrated 


by Marieka Heinlen), which includes the titles 
Plays a Game of Catch, Hoops It Up, and Skates 
at the Rink, is now available for pre-order. 

The “real” Shelly Bean humored me with 
aQ&A. 

Why write the Shelly Bean series? 

Shelly Boyum-Breen: I vividly remember 
the Scholastic book order form from elemen- 
tary school. As the only girl in my class that 
played sports, I, like the most of the boys, 
gravitated to books about football, hockey, and 
basketball. But never in the choices listed was 
there one about girls playing sports, no one 
who looked like me. The Shelly Bean series is 
me...age six. When I was that age, some trau- 
matic things happened that altered my course 
in life. A neighbor molested me for a period of 
time, and I was hit by a car and had to sit out of 
Phy. Ed. & recess for a month. There is a very 
personal side to Shelly Bean. She is the girl 
who gets to grow up in a way that I couldn't. 
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(From left) Coach Shelly in the dorm; Boyum-Breen in well-coordinated sport fashion; Nell Gelhaus (on right) with a perm and perma-grin. 


She gets to make a fresh clean start at life, in- 
nocent and trying new things. 

Did your parents encourage you to 
play sports, or did you have siblings that 
played? 

SBB: My parents were awesome. They al- 
ways encouraged me to play and came to every 
single game I had, even away games. And oh 
yes: four older brothers. I grew up going to the 
ball park, watching them play Little League. 
A few of them played golf and football in high 
school and the brother closest to me in age was 
a successful three-sport athlete in high school. 
Ithought he was so cool. 

What did you play? 

SBB: Basketball, football, golf, volleyball, 
tennis, hockey, softball, etc....you name it, I 
tried it. 

What were your feelings about sports 
as a kid? 

SBB: I lived and breathed sports. I pitched 
against the side of the garage and dented it un- 
til my dad came home, played out football and 
basketball scenarios in the yard and driveway. 
You know: “3,2,1...ОЋ no! She was fouled!” My 
friends and I even built the most awesome dirt 
bike track in the woods behind the house and 
started our own karate club after Karate Kid 
came out. 

Did you ever feel like you didn't get the 
same opportunities as boys? 

SBB: I didn't know any better until 5th 
grade. There were only a few of us girls who 
went out for basketball and we played with 
the boys. Then, all my guy buddies got to go 
out for football—pads and everything—and I 
wasn't allowed to do that or play hockey. I had 
a friend, Misty, who was the only girl in town 


who played hockey. We had no idea how rare 
that actually was. 

In the series, what obstacles does 
Shelly Bean have to overcome? 

SBB: Shelly is six, so she thinks big, but 
is innocent enough that she doesn't know the 
basic steps. Remember being a kid and fanta- 
sizing about being “big time”? She watches an 
Olympic women's hockey gold medal game 
and imagines being there. But wait: she doesn't 
know how to skate yet. When my twin nephews 
were six and starting youth basketball, they 
showed up in the gym for their first practice 
and asked where the TV cameras were! They 
had seen so many Timberwolves games, Lynx 
games, and so on that they just put themselves 
there. I want readers to put themselves there. 

Who is your ideal audience? 

SBB: Parents and teachers and aunts and 
uncles who want to see their kids influenced by 
a strong girl. This isn't a girls' series. This is 
a series featuring a strong girl. I had involved 
parents, four brothers, and I have nine neph- 
ews and four nieces. Most of my best friends 
growing up were boys and they knew me for 
me. This series is for all kids. 

LM: How many Shelly Bean books do 
you have planned? 

SBB: I've written the outlines to 22. Eight 
more have serious potential right now but I 
have to make sure people actually like them. 

Any aspirations to expand the series? 

SBB: I have a lot of plans: expanded series, 
middle reader books with deeper plot lines, but 
in the end, if there isn't a following, we'll wait. 
I can honestly say that making Shelly Bean 
come to life is my greatest accomplishment and 
gift to myself. I could walk away right now and 


be good. I have had the best time doing this 
and have had so many amazing conversations 
with people along the way about how important 
this would be to them. That makes my heart 
sing. And, I'm healed. Truly healed. 

Last question: Do you think Title IX is 
still important? 

SBB: Did you notice that Shelly Bean's 
jersey number is 09? Can't imagine a time that 
equality is ever not important, right? Ш 


Shelly Bean is, of course, drawn to resem- 
ble Shelly Boyum-Breen. But I look at her and I 
see me. And I bet that holds true for thousands 
of other young girls out there. I've already or- 
dered copies for the library in the small Wis- 
consin town where I grew up, because I'm 
sure there's a girl huddled in a corner there, 
like I was, reading all the old Matt Christopher 
books I dog-earred. She probably has a haircut 
she'll regret and desperately wants to impress 
her friends in a town where succeeding in 
sports is the best way to do it. Maybe she'll get 
lucky and be sent to a camp where she'll meet 
a role model that she sees herself in, to give 
her hope and confidence. It's 2014, I’m 34 years 
old, and, of course, now the six years age dif- 
ference doesn't seem as monumental as it did 
at 13, but one thing remains the same: Shelly 
Boyum-Breen is still who I want to be when I 
grow up. 


How do | get my hands on Shelly Bean 
books? At www.shellybeanthesportsqueen. 
com, use Code Веап14 for purchases over 
$30 to get 2296 off. 
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For My Brothers 
Mark Abramson 
Wilde City 
$16.99 


Minnesota-born, long a native of San Francisco, and author of 
the beguiling Beach Reading series, Abramson ventures into 
non-fiction with For My Brothers. Looking back from the late 
1970s through the mid-1990s, he revisits the sunny, pleasure- 
filled years followed by the slide into the nightmare of AIDS. 
As a bartender on Castro, Haight, and South of Market, and 
as promoter of such prime fundraising events as Men Behind 
Bars and Pier Pressure, Abramson met dozens of the famous 
and infamous of the time, and pulls no punches chronicling 
the sex, the drugs, the heady days before the deluge. It has 
taken time for Abramson to be able to go back, to claim his 
brothers for posterity. I salute him for his courage and this 
moving work. 


The Land of Dreams: Minnesota Trilogy 1 
Vidar Sundstøl 

Trans. Tiina Nunnally 

University of Minnesota Press 

$24.95 


Land of Dreams is the first installment of Sundstel’s ac- 
claimed Minnesota Trilogy to appear in English. U.S. Forest 
Service officer and passionate genealogist Lance Hansen, 
grandson of Norwegian immigrants, is brutally jolted 

from his daily routine when he discovers a body. The dead 
Norwegian tourist was not simply murdered, but savaged, 
destroyed in a way that nudges Hansen’s memory. The 
man’s companion is found covered in blood; a trail leads to 
a local Ojibwe man. Other paths lead back to a hundred- 
year-old murder in the same location. Norwegian detective 
Eirik Nyland is flown in to help, but at the end of this dark, 
mysterious, and mystic novel, Hansen is left alone with a 
different, closer suspect. Only the Dead and The Ravens will 
be forthcoming. 


How Paris Became Paris: The Invention of the Modern City 
Joan DeJean 

Bloombury 

$30 


Paris was not always the popular Paris of song and film, nor 
did it become today’s City of Light only after Mr. Hauss- 
mann’s heavy-handed ministrations in the latter nineteenth 
century. DeJean takes the reader back to King Henry IV and 
a pivotal construction: the Pont Neuf (1578-1603). With this 
new, wide bridge, unencumbered by structures, Parisians 
could for the first time really see the Seine, see their place 

in their city; stroll, view others, and be viewed. Henri had 
fortifications torn down, inviting others in rather than 
keeping them out. Boulevards, sidewalks, street lighting, all 
made the city citizen-friendly. DeJean has written extensively 
on Paris and the French: The Age of Comfort, The Essence of 
Style, and this engaging volume is a welcome addition. 


The New Art of Capturing Love: The Essential Guide to 
Lesbian and Gay Wedding Photography 

Kathryn Hamm & Thea Dodds 

Amphoto Books 

$24.99 


It is a photographic handbook, a social study, and a guide 
for same-sex couples in a bright, new era to use to capture 
the best possible photos of their wedding day. The illustra- 
tions are a revelation of love in some of its many forms, 
while opening doors to capturing traditional shots and 
poses for a new wave of grooms and grooms and brides 
and brides. Just one example, the walking shot, shows two 
grooms strolling under a rainbow umbrella: both an unbro- 
ken circle and a prop for those not yet comfortable holding 
hands in public. The book is chock-full of new takes on an 
old subject, leading the photographer and participants to 
think how they want their special emotions to be captured 
in time. A valuable guide. Bl 
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OUR HOMES 


RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2014 Mazda3 


This could be the best compact car on the 
market. 

The fact is, the 2014 Mazda3 was designed 
for excellence at every turn; most of the auto- 
motive media corps walked away with that con- 
clusion. It has been quite a wait to find out if 
those who loved the Mazda3 are right. There 
has been a lot of anticipation to find out the 
truth about the Mazda3. 

As you know, I love Mazdas. They are one 


of those car companies that truly build exciting 
cars for their respective classes. My reviews of 
the 2014 CX-5 and Mazda6 are in agreement 
with this summation. It is the 3's turn. My line 
about Mazda's newest compact was this: "It 
better be good." 

'To start with the look, the new 3 was de- 
signed with the latest look from Mazda, called 
“KODO - Soul of Motion." The result is an ag- 
gressive design with a huge mouth, evil eyes, 


and muscular fenders. From the windshield, 
the car turns into something sexy. There is little 
distinction between the sedan and hatchback, 
unless you point out the nuances between the 
two toward the rear. Our tester happened to be 
the hatchback with a sleek and fluid shape lead- 
ing down to the rear bumper. All doors open up 
to near 90 degrees and the hatch is wide and 
easy to load cargo in and out of. 

The S Grand Touring model—the top of the 
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Mazda3 lineup—adds aggressive 18-inch alu- 
minum wheels wearing Dunlop SP Sport 5000 
tires. In all, the car simply looks stunning. The 
look is distinctive enough to point it out in a 
parking lot. 

Mazda went with some European flair in the 
new 3. The first thing you notice is the Mazda 
Connect screen on top of the dashboard, dead 
center. That houses the most improved info- 
tainment system around with a cleaner and 
quicker screen for navigation, audio, phone, 
rearview camera, and other vehicle functions. 
It is a touch screen; however, you can also use 
the knob and a series of buttons on the console 
for better control of the functions within Mazda 
Connect. The entire system is very intuitive 
and easy to use. Nine Bose Centerpoint speak- 
ers provide excellent sound quality through- 
out the cabin for satellite radio, music files via 
Bluetooth or USB connection, streaming music 
apps, and HD Radio. 

The instrumentation is different, with only 
a tachometer in the middle of a three-part clus- 
ter. Speed is read by a digital display, using 
the same readouts as the side screens for trip, 
economy, and vehicle readouts. On this model, 
there is a heads-up display showing speed and 
cruise control status. Climate control is low 
on the center stack, which is also easy to use 
through buttons and knobs. All controls are 
good to the touch and intuitive, including the 
column stalks and steering wheel controls. 

The perforated leather seats are best de- 
scribed as firm for drivers who want optimal 
control. Bolstering is right, locking many bod- 
ies into the driver’s seat. Power adjustments for 
the driver are available for height, rake, angle, 


recline, and lumbar support. Rear seat room is 
best for children, but four average-sized adults 
would be able to ride together inside of the new 
3 hatchback. However, rear headroom would 
be a problem for taller passengers. 

Cargo space is pretty decent. There is 
enough space—20.2 cubic feet with the rear 
seat up—for a weekend’s worth of baggage for 
four people. It does expand with the rear seat 
down to 47.4 cubic feet. 

There is a choice of engines for the new 3. 
You can select from a 2.0-liter Skyactiv four- 
cylinder with 155 horsepower for the I models. 
Our tester had the bigger 2.5-liter Skyactiv 
four-cylinder with 184 horsepower. This engine 
is connected to a six-speed Skyactiv Drive auto- 
matic transmission sending power to the front 
wheels. This combination is absolutely terrific, 
with quick shifts and fluid power to propel this 
3,002 pound compact hatchback with ease. 

There is an excellent balance between the 
ride and the handling. While it gets through 
the curves with nominal roll and lean, the 3 
rewards you a smooth ride that absorbs the 
cracks and other hazards. You may end up 
hearing some of the cracks, but the cabin is 
quiet enough on smoother roads. Steering 
control is magnificent, perhaps the best in the 
class. Wheel response is good and has great 
on-center feel. Braking is superb, showing 
quick response on normal and panic stops. If 
you take one on a nice curvy road, you will find 
the Mazda3 S just amazing to drive. 

There is more to the braking system. It gets 
an assist from the new i-ELOOP regenerative 
system. The system is used to recover energy 
to operate electrical components, such as the 
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climate control and the power steering system. 
Another piece of the braking system is the 
Smart City Braking Support. Using radar tech- 
nology, the brakes will be applied if an obstruc- 
tion ahead is determined by the sensors as un- 
avoidable. This works only in very low speeds. 
Radar technology also drives the cruise control 
and forward obstruction warning system. The 
3 is also equipped with blind spot monitoring, 
all part of the Technology Package. 

Mazda hopes that the Skyactiv system 
throughout the new 3 will help in raising 
fuel economy figures. Our tester averaged 
28.9MPG. Mazda states that the Skyactiv 2.5 
with the 6-speed automatic would average 
32MPG. 

'The Mazda3 has a wide price range, start- 
ing with a 2.0-liter "I" SV 4-door sedan model 
and a six-speed manual for $17,740. Our loaded 
5-door S Grand Touring 5-door hatchback is 
on the opposite side of the spectrum with a 
sticker price of $30,190. Somewhere in the 
middle is the right combination of features, 
performance, and technology that is right for 
you (see below). 

So, how good is the Mazda3? It is pretty 
damn good. Shall I say “excellent,” “great,” “su- 
perb,” as well? Seriously, Mazda did a cracking 
job on their compact. But, is it the best in the 
compact class? If you must ask, then yes. 

'To reiterate, the Mazda3 is a damn good 
compact car. It is a great getaway car, for every 
season of the year! It is also one of the safest 
cars to drive back to school in! 

Need I say more? Ш 
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“Precious.” 

That’s how someone described him, grief-filled as they spoke the 
word. It captured the essence of a genuine human: exceedingly sweet 
and gentle, rare gem-like. 

'Thomas J. Tharp, a jewel of a person, was nineteen years old when he 
died on June 24 in Boulder, Colorado. 

Or maybe it was June 25. No one really knows exactly when he died; 
all we have is that Thomas—"TJ" to his family and many friends—went 
to bed on the evening of the 24th after partying with booze, pot, hash oil, 
and Xanax. It wasn't until mid-afternoon on the 25th that he was discov- 
ered cold and blue in his off-campus bedroom. 

In the end, the timing really doesn't matter. The fact that TJ’s gone 
from this earth absolutely does. 

TJ’s family—the Tharps—loom large in my life. His father Dennis 
(whom I lovingly refer to as "Thap") has been my call-on-the-phone-ev- 
ery-day best friend since eighth grade football; Thap was quarterback 
and I was a frontline guard. When I was a dude, Thap and I were like 
brothers. When I transitioned to female, we became brother and sister. 

'Thap never withdrew, never hesitated, when I came out as transgen- 
der. “What do I care about your sex?” he said. “ГЇЇ still give you the same 
amount of crap." 

Loving words in the only way Thap knew how. Indeed, of all the char- 
acters in my memoir, many readers report that Thap is their favorite. 

As I transitioned genders, so too Thap and family transitioned. Wife 
Bebo, daughter Nisty, and sons Ryan, Andy and the baby of the family, 
TJ, went from “Uncle” to “Aunt.” Uncles, aunts, and cousins dropped my 
man name and religiously used “Ellen.” “He” became “she.” 

If you don’t already have a sense of what this family—my adoptive 
family—means to me, consider this: the Tharps wear a ring of unique 
design. It’s Southwestern in appearance with inlaid turquoise and other 
stones indigenous to the desert, owing to Grandpa Walter’s relocation 
from Iowa to Arizona. The men’s ring is larger, bulkier than the women’s, 
but they all look alike. 

Thap wears a Tharp family ring. TJ wore the ring. I wear the ring. 

Through circumstances too complicated to fully explain in a short 
column, I was the one to tell Thap that his youngest child had died. I'd 
never wish such a task on anyone, but in retrospect, it was best that word 
of TJ’s death came from me. 

It’s the kind of thing that a lifelong friend-turned-sister does. 

How will I remember my precious nephew TJ Tharp? 

For one, he was tenacious. When his drug problem surfaced in early 


high school, he went away to get clean. First it was to a specialized school 
in god-there's-nothing-out-there Utah. Months afterward, TJ returned 
only to later relapse. Yet again he went away, this time to a wilderness 
school that appropriately takes its name from requiring students to live 
off the land for months on end. This wisp of a person hiked, camped, and 
sojourned his way through mountain country in Idaho and Utah. When 
that didn't work, TJ went to one more school in Arizona, searching for an 
answer to his anxieties and need to escape through cannabis. 

I wrote to TJ several times while he was away, praising him for his 
courage and encouraging him to stay honest about his addiction. I re- 
minded him how much he was loved and how the people in his life would 
be willing to do anything for him, if only he stayed sober. 

TJ’s tenacity took him back to Boulder where he enrolled in a com- 
munity college, hoping to pursue a degree in finance. A college professor 
would eventually tell TJ that his intelligence and magnetic personality 
would someday make him another “Wolf of Wall Street." 

It was quite a compliment for a human battling legions of demons. 

Still, for all of his tenacity, more than anything, TJ was a lover. When 
he met a young woman in college and began his first-ever romance, he 
wrote the woman a love letter. Never sure of himself, TJ asked sister 
Nisty to review the letter. ^What do you think?" he asked. The letter was 
long and beautiful, flowing in grace and wonderment, with words that 
any woman would cherish deep to her soul. 

TJ needn't have fretted. 

Several months in, TJ's love affair ended, leaving him with a broken 
heart. I’ve no doubt that fed into the cycle of self-medication from which 
he ultimately succumbed. Yet, TJ shouldn't have feared love lost; it would 
have been only a matter of time before his essence—that jewel within 
him—grabbed someone else, another love. 

Sadly, that won't happen now. 

What do we make of losing people so very young? How will my dear 
friend/brother Thap and his wife Bebo survive this? 

I have no clue. My heart is broken, too. 

When I saw TJ last, it was Christmas 2013. He entered the room and 
we hugged. "You are so beautiful," I said, meaning every word. 

Always in doubt, and never wanting attention, TJ blushed. “Thank 
you, Aunt Ellen," he humbly answered. 

I meant what I said. 

TJ, you are so beautiful. 

We will miss you forever. 

Be well in eternity. B 


* Wedding 
Ceremonies 

e Receptions 

e Banquets 

* Anniversaries 


e Honeymoons 


з. Bug-Bee Hive 
КО g 


Gry 


58 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 21-SEPTEMBER 3, 2014 


www.bugbeehiveresort.com e E-mail: meet@bu 


Resort e Lodge e Retreat Center 
29659 Queen Bee Lane, Paynesville, Minnesota • 320-243-4448 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


CONI 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


У 


beehiveresort.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 
= 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market 
e Next sale: FRENCH COUNTRY - SEPT. 
10, 11, 12, 13 14. Wed. 1-7pm, Thur.- 
Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat.-Sun, 10am-ópm e 
4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


PET BOARDING 


Looking for ANIMAL LOVERS to care for 
pets in your home while owners travel. 
Individual placement of pet to you home & 
lifestyle. Fulfill your pet need. Check us out: 
PetsArelnn.com. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


What is our blessing can feel like our curse. 
It is possible to learn to live effectively and 
feel good. Emotional, psychological, sexual, 
and spiritual health. Shannon Garrity. 
www.taproottherapy.com. 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


2 bedroom home, 1 block to M'haha Creek, 
2 blocks to lake, walk to LRT, a/c, garage, 
large fenced yard-lovely. References - (651) 
224-9856. 


RESTAURANTS 


Royal Orchid Thai/Asian Cuisine - Voted 
Best Thai Food Twin Cities. Located 
40th/Central Northeast. ^ Experience 
true flavors of Thailand with savory 
Thai curries and fresh made stir-fries. 
www.thebestthaifood.com, facebook.com/ 
royalorchidmn. (763) 789-9999. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


Massage & Bodywork - Professional, 
Trustworthy, and Thoughtful Male 
Therapist Near 42nd & Minnehaha. 
www.tonyschwartzbodywork.com, 
(612) 202-2531. 


Stephen Parish C.M.T - 25 years experience. 
Therapeutic Relaxing Massage or Sports & 
Injury Deep Tissue. Please Call (612) 875- 
6677. 1/2 Off 1st Service. $60 for 60 min. or 
$90 for 90 min. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


Eagle Trace Golf & Event Center offers 
couples three spectacular wedding 
venues! Our wedding venues include our 
perfect hidden gem, Mississippi Meadows, 
Charming and Classic Reception Hall 
and Beachy Pool Side Celebration area! 
www.eagletracegolf.com, (320) 558-4653. 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 
* Second/Step Parent Adoption 


* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 


* Prenuptial Agreements 
* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 
* Gay Marriage Advice 


* Injuries/Auto Accidents 
* Wills & Trusts 

* Probate 

* Business Law 

* Employment Law 

* Bankruptcy 
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Convenient Downtown 
Skyway level offices 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MIN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION, 
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Thursdays 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN Thursday, September 4 


TIME 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
COST FREE 


WHERE Loring Kitchen & Bar 
1359 Willow Street. « Minneapolis 


т) LORING 


KITCHEN BAR 


Enjoy Complimentary 

Hors d'oeuvres, Drink Specials, 
and a chance fo register to 
Win Great Prizes! 

Come as you are - no dress code. 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER 
ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, TCGMC, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
Twin Cities Quorum, 

Prime Timers MSP, 

Twin Cities Pride, 

North Country Bears 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Housing Project 


Later this month, we're moving into my girlfriend's ex-partner's 
house. In case that sentence didn't strike you as stupid enough, let's 
make it even stupider. Her ex is not moving out of the house. We're 
sharing the house with her....and her new girlfriend, and her girl- 
friend's kids, and the kid that my girlfriend and her ex share. 

What could possibly go wrong? 

This arrangement was made without my approval or consultation. 
I was told one day that during the school year on weekdays we'd be 
living with the ex, and then would return to my home in a small resort 
community for the weekends. 

My girlfriend was in full battle mode when she made this declara- 
tion. She fully anticipated that I'd start screaming. And, dear readers, 
I think you'd all agree that Га be completely in the right to throw a 
tantrum. 

But, I didn't. I simply shrugged my shoulders and said, “OK.” 

Why? Well, let's face it. I’m nearing 50 and I’m in a committed 
relationship, so my life isn't nearly as zany as it once was. I've taken 
to writing columns about my search for baby lima beans, for Christ's 
sakes. You deserve better! So, yeah, I’m going along with this ridic- 
ulous plan for you, dear readers. This is certain to provide a rich 
trough of column fodder. 

'The plan, at present, is to share the house until my girlfriend's son 
graduates high school. That's four years from now. But given the fact 
that we haven't even moved in yet and bickering has already started 
to escalate, I’m guessing we'll move out by Christmas. 

So, what's the rationale behind this move? It has been explained to 
me by both my girlfriend and her ex, and I still don't get it. I just cock 
my head like a dog trying to interpret why my owner feels the need 


to punish me. I haven't peed on the carpet. I haven't chewed up any of 
their shoes. So why am I being punished? 

For the past month, my girlfriend has given nightly lectures on 
how I'm expected to behave once we move into the house. Most of 
these “discussions” (can a “discussion” be one-sided?) related to my 
habit of giggling each time my girlfriend's ex criticizes her. “Every 
time you're around her you commiserate against me!" my girlfriend 
said. “She wants you on her side." 

This is true, dear readers. I'm a people pleaser! I love her ex, and 
I want her ex to love me. So when she pokes gentle fun at my girl- 
friend, I laugh and say something stupid like, *So true, so true." This 
angers my girlfriend, who then vows not to allow the ex and me in the 
same room ever again. 

So, why then is she moving me into the same house with my com- 
edy partner? How could this not end in some type of murder/suicide 
scenario? 

At a recent dinner with my girlfriend, her ex, her ex's new girl- 
friend, me, and her ex's mom, the former partners explained the 
setup to the ex's mother. They said the situation demonstrated how 
mature we all are, and how this would be the best setup for all the 
children involved (I'm pretty certain they include me in the children 
category). 

The ex's mother, a very smart and sophisticated woman, listened 
to this nonsense silently while coolly sipping a martini. After the girls 
ended the explanation with a final burst of self-congratulatory driv- 
el, the ex' s mom plucked a gin-soaked olive off a toothpick. “I lived 
through the ‘70’s. I know exactly how this is going to end,” she said. 
And then she pointedly bit the top off the head of the olive. B 
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BIG GAY NEWS | BY LAVENDER | BIGGAYNEWS.COM: 
YOUR GLBT WORLD NEWS 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM MINNESOTA: 
Target Signs Legal Brief Backing 
Gay Marriage 

The Star Tribune reports that Target 
Corporation has, for the first time, come 
out publicly in support of gay marriage, 
as a growing number of high-profile 
businesses take positions on the divisive 
issue. 

Jodee Kozlak, human resource chief 
for the company, posted “it is our belief 
that everyone should be treated equally 
under the law, and that includes rights 
we believe individuals should have re- 
lated to marriage.” 

Target has been a longtime sup- 
porter of equal rights, offering benefits 
to same-sex partners of employees and 
attaining a perfect 100 score in the Hu- 
man Rights Campaign’s 2014 Corporate 
Equality Index. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM FLORIDA: 
Tampa Baptist Church Cancels 
Gay Man’s Funeral 


The Tampa Bay Times reports that 
Julion Evans’ family was gathered beside 
his casket when they got the call that 
his memorial service, scheduled to take 
place the next day at New Hope Mission- 
ary Baptist Church, was not going to 
happen. 

Evans, who had passed away from 


a genetic disease at the age of 42, was 
gay and when members of the church 
saw his husband’s name listed in the 
newspaper, they pressured Pastor T.W. 
Jenkins to cancel the funeral, which he 
did, calling a funeral for a gay man “blas- 
phemous”. 

Evans’ husband, Kendall Capers, 
said that the rejection has devastated the 
already grieving family, and that they ap- 
preciated being able to hold the funeral 
service at Blount & Curry Funeral Home 
instead. 


BIGGAYNEWS FROM CANADA: 
Zanele Muholi, Queer Artist, 
Showcasing ‘Faces and Phases’ 


The Huffington Post reports that a 
compelling new exhibit has hit the Ryer- 
son Image Centre that addresses repre- 
sentation of queer, black female identity 
and its place in relation to post-apartheid 
South Africa. 

Thirty-six black-and-white photo- 
graphs out of a series of 240 taken by art- 
ist Zanele Muholi will be on display at the 
Ryerson Image Centre in Toronto until 
August 24th in a exhibit entitled “Faces 
and Phases”. 

Curators of the exhibition hope that 
the visual statements will serve to “digni- 
fy the members of an often hidden, voice- 
less and marginalized population". Bi 
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ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Struggling with 
Addiction? 


Brighten your future — 


Contact us today. 


800-934-7554 
www. pride-institute.com 


INSTITUTE 


Healthy LGBT Community 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


NOVUSEass 
zv Auto Glass Repair & Replacement Á 


Call us before you call your insurance! 
Convenient Mobile Service 


Brad White 952-288-4829 
www.novusglass.com 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 
www.hagensautobody.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls те 
(612) 872-6671 = 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 
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| Pick Up Some Fresh 
Flowers Today! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 
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A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Brian: 612.309.8743 / 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ. 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI • 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 
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(t's that easy 
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Roofing ~ Windows 
Siding Insulation 


Eu C CALL US 
m WIE (7627) 
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ARCHITECTU 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


MN Natural Male 


WE offer a natural version of the following: products: а 
Viagra - 100 MG * Cialis – 100MG 

Kamagra – 100MG (fast acting edible jelly) d * 
Fast, reliable, discreet delivery to most areas. TIT E | 


|| 


JAY BONE: 612-210-8256 or тппашгаттаје бота Com | 


HOME SERVICES 


DERMATOLOGY 


uptownoski 
зип5ора 
dermatology Gps 2 P4 
М Education 
Experience 
Excellence 
... With a smile. 


Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Beautiful Thing! 


Jaime Davis, MD 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 
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MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


OË 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Serving you for 100 years! S=SiNcE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


REAL ESTATE 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


INSURANCE 


BJORN WENDORFF 


INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT 


You DISCOVER OPTIONS WITH 
A FREE QUOTE 


LIFE « HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS | 


612-237-8371 
BUORN@CARNEYINSURANCEMN.COM 
BUORNWENDORFF.COM 


|СВЕМЕУ 


ISURANCE SERVICES 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


iit 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
LINSURANCE | 


07497 9/13 e 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


INTER 


Lakes | Sotheby's 


2675 Lake of the Isles Parkway, Mpls 
Glorious panoramic lake views from spacious inside 
areas & outside spaces. An entire reno created dramatic 
architectural lines for entertaining with an artistic flare. 
Fine dining, shops and trails are at your doorstep. 
The essence of the LOTI lifestyle. $1,350,000 св 


612-388-1790 
debbiemcnally.com 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep tx the city or Ош w the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


Dess Ch бча упот 


Scott Belcher a @ | 


Тв 


612-805-8880 Wes 
scottbelcher.com 


Tom Downing 
REALTOR® 


Find a better way home. 
612-244-1104 
TomDowning@edinarealty.com 
ThomasDowning.com 


Edina Realty. 


a Be y affiliate 


RELOCATING? mnm EE 


Gy RealEstate -Instant Access 10 the Nations 
- Top Gay & Lesbian Realtors. 


www.GayRealEstate.com 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


SCOTT HAUBRICH @ 
И! и 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


COLDUJCLL 

h 777 BANKER © 
Е Wei 
Making Dreams Come Ноте“ 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalkerGcbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 au 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


TRÀ 


= = 

4 7 BEN 
EM! EVOLVE 

"А hi | 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.I.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 
Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 

Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families Training and support 
provided. 

P.O. Box 667 

Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 


and wellness of LGBTQ communities 


through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.dllina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 

Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build and partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 

Minnesota’s largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
practical wisdom. 

875 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-888-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 

American Swedish Institute, 
The 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 

2600 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 


an inclusive, welcoming environment. 


Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for CLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Fairview Clinics 

More than 40 locations offering 
same-day appointments, 
extended hours and 24/7 
scheduling. 

2450 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(855) 324-7843 


www.fairview.org/clinic 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4944 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www. illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 |упдаје Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 


(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 
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Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebratin 
innovation in the arts, pertormance, 
and academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


She Rock She Rock 

Music camps, classes, and 
supportive performance 
opportunities for female, trans and 
gender non-conforming folks. 
5115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hre.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
All God's Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive community 
omitted fo being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to Ооп, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The Episcopal Church of 
Gethsemane 

Historic Building, Progressive Faith 
905 Ath Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 332-5407 


amindtowork.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A covenant network congregation, 
working toward a church as 
generous and just as God's grace. 
Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 


Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun. 
2830 W. 70 1/2 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business 
Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 
weekend away. Historic Rivertown. 
Dining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 
Golf, Events, Weddings. 

PO Box 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 

The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and FREE Parking. 


2005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


The Obscure Sorrows of 
Lane 5 (or, Low Blood Sugar 


There's a guy in line ahead of me. He's 
talking on his phone about Joey and the Kids, 
about who'l pick them up if Joey won't, and, 
"Oh, Bridget, would you mind picking up some 
tea?" Is the tea for the Kids? Or will Joey want 
tea when he returns from his “business” trip 
to New York? Joey is a busy father and emo- 
tionally absent from his marriage. The Guy 
Ahead of Me is his brother and becoming Dad 
to Joey's children in Joey's absence. Bridget 
is Joey's either overburdened or spoiled wife. 

I do not know these people. 

Wrigley's Spearmint gum or Orbit? I can 
never decide, so I throw both into my shop- 
ping cart. 

“Well if that's the case, Joey's grounded 
from his Xbox." 

Oh. Joey isn't a busy father. He's the Guy 
Ahead of Me's son, the oldest of the Kids, an 
awkward high school student consumed by 
video games, who loathes Facebook and dab- 
bles on Instagram. He does okay in school, 
better at art and music than science and math. 

There's the soda cooler. Should I grab a 
soda? 

"Really? Really? Look at this line! Are you 
freakin' serious?" says a man behind me. I 
glance back. Early 20s, brunette, unshaven, 
handsome in a hungover-frat-boy way. He's 
wearing greasy pajama bottoms and smells 
like socks. I want to tell him that he can skip 
me; he only has a few things—why doesn't he 


go to the self-checkout?—but if I let him ahead 
of me, ГЇЇ feel obligated to do the same for new 
members of Lane 5. An older Asian lady just 
pulled up the rear. She's looking at her cell 
phone but not texting. 

Mountain Dew? I haven't had one in along 
time. Oh, there's PEOPLE Magazine. Remem- 
ber LIFE Magazine? Is that still a thing? 

“Oh, okay,” says the Guy Ahead of Me into 
his phone. “Tell him not to waste our time, 
then. I’m not buying it.” 

Buying what? Why isn’t he buying his tea 
while he’s here at Rainbow? Are the Kids on a 
diet during which they can only drink special 
tea not sold at a supermarket? Eh. The Guy 
Ahead of Me is buying full-fat ranch dressing 
and Diet Coke, among other things special 
tea-drinkers don’t buy. 

The line moves. The Guy Ahead of Me 
starts checking out. He ignores the cashier’s 
“How are you today?” 

Or Dr. Pepper? I don’t usually drink soda, 
but I’m set on getting something other than 
this gum as a treat for a successful shopping 
trip. I’m about to spend $100 on a cart almost 
completely filled with frozen food. 

“Dude, eff this. I’m out,” the Guy Behind 
Me says but then doesn’t leave the line. I’m 
tense around him. Why is he so angry? Is his 
girlfriend threatening to break up with him 
again? She’s pretty and bubbly and acciden- 
tally manipulative. I can relate. 


A big Hispanic family enters the line be- 
hind the Woman Who’s Not Texting. 

Ahead of Me: “Yes, yes! Bridget, yes.” 
Pause. “No.” Pause. “Yes, but—" Pause. 
“Okay, well then you tell Joey to stop it. And 
the tea?” The Guy Ahead of Me slides his 
credit card and leaves the line. I hope Joey 
gets to keep his Xbox. 

“How are you today?” the cashier asks me 
without making eye contact. She’s blonde and 
in her late thirties. Her name tag says “Cindy.” 
She looks tired and tans too much. 

Fanta? And why am I giving Lane 5 such 
bad stories? 

“Tm great. How are you?” 

“Good, thanks. Paper or plastic?” 

“Paper, please.” 

I need Cindy to take her time scanning my 
items. I need to sort out Lane 5’s story before 
I go. 

I look back. 

The Guy Behind Me is looking at the soda 
cooler. The Woman Who’s Not Texting is 
plundering through the candy. One of the kids 
from the Hispanic family is thumbing through 
lighters and Chapstick. 

"Is that all today?" asks Cindy. 

Eye contact. 

Smile. 

Cindy smiles. 

"Actually, let me grab a Mountain Dew." ш 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


[he University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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